
ANDERSON	  CONSULTS,	  LLC	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
Legal	  Counsel	  for	  Local	  Governments	  

Attorney	  Constance	  L.	  Anderson	  
P.O.	  Box	  3004	  
Madison,	  WI	  	  53704	  
connie@andersonconsultswi.com	  	  
www.andersonconsultswi.com	  	  
608.249.1865	  (Direct	  Dial)	  
	  
May 14, 2015  
 

ANNOUNCEMENT RELATED TO INCORPORATION OF TOWN OF WINDSOR 
 

ACTION TAKEN BY JOINT FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
On Thursday, May 14, 2015, the Joint Finance Committee (JFC) approved Motion 299 A Motion to 
Approve a New Method for Incorporation of Towns Next to Third Class Cities.  The motion was 
introduced by JFC Co-Chairperson Nygren and seconded by JFC Co-Chairperson Darling.  Motion 299 
was approved by a vote of 12-4.   
 
Co-Chairperson Nygren offered an explanation of Motion 299, underscored the challenges faced by 
rapidly growing Towns and stated that legislation for Towns adjacent to First and Second Class Cities 
was already on the books.  Senator Olsen addressed the concerns raised by the Village of DeForest, and 
stated that he represents parts of the Village of DeForest and the Town of Windsor and would vote with 
the Town of Windsor on this issue.  The Legislative Fiscal Bureau (LFB) provided general information.  
 
The Democrats on JFC opposed adoption of Motion 299, objecting on the grounds that this is a policy 
item that does not belong in the budget.  
 
The Motion was approved along party lines.  A copy of Motion 299 is attached. 
 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT 
 
Motions approved by the JFC are in laypersons’ language, not in statutory language.  When the JFC 
concludes its session, which is anticipated in late May or early June, all motions adopted by JFC are sent 
to the Legislative Reference Bureau (LRB) for drafting.  We can expect to have legislative language 
available for review in early June. 
 
The Town Board will actively participate at that stage to assure that any legislation include the following 
provision: 

 
Intergovernmental cooperation agreements entered into under s. 66.0301 and 
cooperative boundary agreements approved under s. 66.0307, to which a town 
incorporating under this section is a party, that are still in effect on the effective date of 
the incorporation, shall continue in force until altered or repealed, to the extent 
allowed under the agreements.  When incorporated under this section, a city or 
village shall be considered the town’s successor with respect to such agreements. 
 

The Budget will be sent to the Senate in early June, and then to the Assembly.  We anticipate approval of 
the budget by the end June 2015, and a July 1, 2015 effective date. 
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