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Town of Wmdsor resldents

embraced the chance to reinvent

their community Tuesday, voting

avillage.
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Wmdsor, a commumty
of about 6,900 people, is
largely occupied by agri-
cultural land, however, the
town has some developed
pockets along its western
edge that are contiguously
intertwined, and almost
indistinguishable from
DeForest. .

As a town, Windsor has
lost significant chunks
of land through annexa-

tion over the last two

‘decades, largely to DeFor-
est. A December 2014 fiscal
analysis determined that
the 2,100 acres annexed
by DeForest since 1990 are

currently valued at $290,

million.

Officials fmm the two
communities discussed a
merger in 2000 but ulti-
mately decided against
it. Land dlsagreements
continued, and in 2004,
DeForest proposed to annex
2,200 acres of the town,
prompting a lawsuit from
Windsor. That
ended with an out-of-
court settlement and the
land divided between the
communities.

The scufﬂes were evern-
tually settled in 2010 when
both municipalities’ boards
approved a 20-year bound-
ary agreement.

Tuesday’s  referendum
approval permanently set-
tles the dispute, making
the communities equals in
terms of governance and
delivering Windsor offi-
cials comtrol over bound-
aries, zoning and land use
decisions.

“We have lirnited options

- now for the future” Judd

Blau, DeForest village
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president, said. “We have
to change our mindset on
how we budget and are left
to more redevelopment or
finding other alternatives

‘instead of expanding,”

“This is the final thing we

‘needed to put us on equal

footmg It’s a new begm-
ning for Windsor) Wip-
perfurth said. “Nov 3,2015
should be remembered as

the day that Windsor gamed ‘

it’sindependence” ‘
Windsor will ofﬁcw

become avillage on Mond? ,

when a canvassing bo

expected to certify the fef-
" ‘erendum results. Day-to-
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day operations will carry
on as they are now until
Nov. 17, when Windsor
will host a village orga-
nizational meeting, at
which citizens will reap-
point the town clerk and
committee members to
new roles in the village
governmerit.

Windsor’s town
supervisors will serve as
trustees on the new Vil-
. lage Board on an inferim
 basis, with all members
. having to run for their
seats in the April elec-
tion, The village presi-
dent and two trustees will
have to Tun for a one-year
term, while the other two
trustees will run for two-
year terms to set up stag-
gered elections, Wipper-
furth said.

Although they now have
their own village, Wind-
sor residents will keep their
current Windsor, DeForest,
Morrisonville or Sun Prairie

~ mailing addresses.

A few signs around the
former town will need to be
replaced, but town officials
have avoided identifying
the community as a town
in most of the commumnity’s
newer signage.

“It’s mostly been, ‘Wel-

~come to Windsor: Grow-

ing Forward;"” Wipperfurth
said.
State Journal reporter
Gabrielle DiBenedetto con-
tributed to this repori.



