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funded the seeding of the prairie and even assisted in financing this Master Plan. Through this
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INTRODUCTION

From humble beginnings, the Token Creek Conservancy Committee (TCCC) managed to
accomplish a great deal with limited resources. As the aspirations of the TCCC grew, it was
realized that a more formal plan was necessary. The Token Creek Conservancy needed a plan
that would allow the public to understand the vision and goals that the TCCC hoped to achieve.
Such a plan would be used to guide the decision making process for the committee as well as
forecast budget needs and project goals for the Conservancy and provide a level of transparency
to the public.

This Master Plan is designed to guide the TCCC over approximately the next 5-10 years
by identifying priority projects and implementation schedules that also factor in funding
resources. It is meant to be a manual for current and future TCCC members to follow when
assigning annual projects and assist with budget preparations. The Master Plan is divided into
Management Area sections for easy reference. In addition, the TCCC will need to manage an
implementation plan to help forecast project planning for the next 5-10 years.

An Implementation Plan is presented with this Master Plan but should be considered as a
flexible guide to help manage the financial needs of the Conservancy over time. An
Implementation Plan is intended to help the TCCC budget resources over the time span of this
Master Plan. Every year the TCCC shall discuss the budget for the following year and realign
priorities within the budget without significantly changing the goals of this Master Plan.
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MISSION

The Token Creek Conservancy Mission Statement

e To conserve, preserve, and restore the lands, the natural and diverse habitats and the
wildlife of the Token Creek Conservancy.

e To provide low impact recreational and environmental uses.

e To manage the site to provide respite, enjoyment and educational activities for our
community.

e To protect environmentally sensitive resources in the Token Creek Conservancy and
Watershed.

e To advocate the expansion of the Token Creek Conservancy in environmentally
sensitive areas, and to support conservation easements to protect environmentally
sensitive resources outside of the Conservancy area.
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GENERAL CONSERVANCY MANAGEMENT PHILOSOPHY

This section covers the broadly defined goals and objectives that the TCCC considers to
be the core philosophy for the Management of the Token Creek Conservancy. These general
guidelines cover all areas of the Conservancy and reflect the mission and values adopted by the
TCCC. These goals and objectives are further expanded upon in each Management Area
component of the Master Plan and ultimately provide a framework for implementing policies and
management practices for the Conservancy.

Objective: Increase Public Awareness of the Conservancy

e Develop a basic marketing and public relations strategy to promote the Conservancy.
Efforts should be made to distinguish the Conservancy as a destination for multi-seasonal
low impact recreational opportunities like hiking and snowshoeing.

e Increase awareness of the location of the Conservancy. Since there are multiple
entrances into the Conservancy, a unified cohesive system of signs should be created to
provide continuity and recognition of the interconnecting sections as part of the larger
Token Creek Conservancy System. For example; the header of the sign should always
read “Token Creek Conservancy”, with the individual entrance location secondary. In
addition to standardized signs, a logo or graphic would help unify the branding of the
Conservancy and could be used in multiple formats like letterhead, website graphics, and
promotional products.

e Create a unique website, blog page, twitter page, facebook page or other social media to
help circulate information and promote events at the Conservancy.

e Develop public and cultural events to showcase the Conservancy like; naturalist lead
walks, concerts in the Conservancy and outdoor recreational teaching lessons (fly fishing,
snowshoeing, birding, geocaching, etc.)

e Establish a “Friends of the Conservancy” volunteer group to help with specific
management needs and/or event planning for the property.

e Create educational opportunities and learning stations throughout the Conservancy that
will enhance the wildlife experience of visitors.

e Promote public participation through a network of volunteer activities. Seek out
opportunities that bring skilled workers/ hobbyists/naturalists to create teaching
workshops that can be promoted.
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Objective: Promote Ecological and Sustainable Stewardship of Resources

e Strive to increase the biodiversity of the area by promoting the use of native plants,
shrubs and trees wherever possible. Special consideration should be made to increase the
species diversity and vigor of selected species to minimize the impact of disease to the
Conservancy. Efforts should also be made to improve the variety of food sources and
habitat needs for wildlife.

e Invasive and exotic species should be managed in an environmentally responsible
manner. Chemical herbicide and pesticide use should be minimized.

e Water conditions should be monitored and managed in order to improve stream quality
and enhance the watershed. The TCCC should continue to support the on-going stream
restoration efforts by the Wis. DNR.

e Create passive low impact recreational opportunities throughout the Conservancy. Trails
should be designed to minimize maintenance costs and harmful effects to the sensitive
properties of the land. Horses, bicycles and motorized vehicles (except maintenance
vehicles) must be prohibited.

Objective: Expand Conservancy Development

e Trail plans should be made to encourage trail development and use for multiple
seasonal activities (such as hiking/cross country ski trails). Trail plans should also
consider areas of interest with educational signs.

e Utilize professionals that specialize in identified management area concerns.

e Establish and strengthen collaborative efforts with the School District, DNR,
Watershed and other environmental/civic groups.

e Link the trail system throughout all conservancy property where possible.
To achieve the General Management philosophy goals the TCCC shall establish plans for

each Management Area that recommend opportunities for restoration, establish management
expectations, and provide implementation plans to prioritize work efforts.
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MANAGEMENT AND RESTORATION PLANS

The Token Creek Conservancy Committee (TCCC) shall develop specific and
professional management plans for each unique management area that address the long term
restoration and management goals for the conservancy. These plans will provide the overall
direction and prioritization of the Conservancy’s future maintenance and planning requirements.
These additional plans are intended to supplement the Master Plan and be included as the
primary document for the management of each distinct Management Area.

Management and restoration plans shall be designed to:

e Identify invasive and exotic species and plan for their removal from the habitat.
e Increase biodiversity through the use of native species.

e Enhance food sources and habitat.

e Minimize chemical use.

e Develop possible restoration plan to transition to a native habitat (or similar based on
viability of plan).

e Include a timeline, cost and priority for each goal.

e Address future management goals/needs.
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IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

Implementation Plans are meant to be fluid and will be revised according to budget
constraints, funding opportunities, realized or unrealized priorities and findings from the
Management and Restoration Plans that are to be completed in the future. The Implementation
Plan presented with this document is based on the priorities identified by the Committee at the
time this document was adopted by the Town.

10/Page
Token Creek Conservancy Master Plan



00°0STS 0SS 10T $1393UN0A/ N “UMOP 1D 250U3 20|03 O} 5291 JUBld 1 It
00°0€S 0€S T107 2201 yaueq Aoy uo anbeid adeid| 1 ¥
00°00STS 00STS v107 SIRAUNON/ L JeIsu1 O} JeIs uMoL| |
10 10Q€} J2R3UN oA 5N “ease Sunpied YL 18 RS MU € PRV
€2.15 9yl Jeau pue sjiza ay2 Suoje 28eul)s jeuotieInpe eV SWo
0005 0s v10T 13lcsg In0S 31Fed B uouEd0| B8PUY 1€ SBUUAC DRV | SO
0008 53 10T HNG SHOWM weansuNagaud| 1
| WO} WSS Y1 JeIU BII. PAQIMSIP Y1 JO BUIPITSEI NBUIPIOCD SO
00°000'01$ 000°0T$ €107 J33Lferuersissy Bupund !

‘WRRLLS 3U] UC 1834 A JO SYUOW uIeldd Suunp
PaMOIE AJLO SI UORONJASUOD "YNQ PU. Aunc) dued wolp suw.ad

Asessadeu ulelgQ "ease Az2mjjids Pjo 100 JBRLG MBU 1NISU0D SO
00°0$ [ £10¢ 18l0¢ N0 m_mvw AJR131IAD JPAU FA 1P SUIMAIA PUR( IS JE SeyI0aq PRY | SWQO
000°0LS 810¢ JO1IRNUO)/IIIL 1AYAYS PO ASUO)| SWO
T 0000513 00STS €107 EESTY W

Y1 jje 31epOowILLOIe 01 Yy3noua aBie| s 1l se Bug| se paylpow
2q Aew ufis Jupsixa ayy "pecy ader.od o1 sendpuadiad
P3UINg pue PaIARISUOD 2q PINOYS URIS PARIS AlcnNop ¥ AP nug

VG A PIO “ADURAIISUD] §ISJD) UYOL, PaaJ 01 uSis :12pon SO
00°005S 00ss 2102 gNQ/3uelnsuod/370L (103u0) 1 03
AISBAU| 103 ¢4} ueid JuawaSeuew y52104 djqeutelsns doRAaq
00°05 000'0E5 +QT0T 2001 Sunjied dedipuey 104 3¢ Juj ed MU (jeIsuy ] ¥NQ
00055 T oT0¢ 3901 S350 B> puey 10} ') PIARd MSU [[Easul| | ENG
C00°TS ST0C JOSPUIA JC UMD G301 1M 61 ACMUSIH UO UZEs olepan] 1 ¥NG
00'0$ [ €102 5IN00S o8e3 32910 )00|JSA0 05 5aL0Ug OML PPY| | UNG
00°000°8S 000'8$ €10 2L spuny Juignew danbazl | NG
| Aoy ‘sseooe Suysy dedipuey so} wopield Suiysiy mau |esuy
00°005TS €0ST3 £107 HNG/0L {5PuCd JO #P0IS/DUELUUICIA 0F SI9IJE UNG| ! UNC

1 pue uoneudisap uequn 123 am 41 Ajug) udis aaueIUB MBUL [EISU]

00°0SL5 0s£$ €107 HUNQ/Z00L uoneudisaq ystd uegun i saan Sulgsy wiml 1 yNa
suSis apnjoul 'SPUOC By punose aBeusis |2UONEINPA /ABU ([EISL)

000523 0s7$ €10 ¥NO/S20L " ¥NG WO uoneusisEp AJRYSIY UBQIN WIEICO| ! NG

00°00S$ 00'005% €00‘1$ £107- 2107 5J023UNIOA/DIDL 51824 OT-5 XU YR UM i 1 H)

QP 01 15340) 23 YSe AjUIRW S{Ul JO} Ue|d 0 pue 53221 PASINIEY
adejdal 01 153104 ApiS|IY 3Y3 2 sea.1 ;0 ANsuap Jay3y e

00°000°SZ5 | 000'SZS 8107 - 9T0T S1321UNIOA,/JOIIRIN0D $3/€1 AN MEY LM JBYIYS 12n.1Su0D| 1 [2h]
00'005T5 005'T$ »10T 3301 $358J04 pue aui2id ui 2feud's leuonednpa do@raal 1 HD
00°005$ 0Css €107 SI33IUNOADIDL 32€1d uy WG 31 ploy 1 H2
o} sasses? yum Buoje s3unue)d gRays pue aauy ylim uuac 1ueld
00'008% 008$ T i 333L BJueiiug AJuearasun) Jaan) eupl g 1 H)
JAW(E ‘AIVRAIRSLOD JA3UD URNO_L, 01 ALurl ufis asuenus aluey)
0008 T o008 0003 00'0$ 0005 03 Fenuce 3301 SYJe4 JOSPULA Qo Ul 1 HD
{ | pa0ejdai 28 A3Y] S AJURAIASLOD Y3 104 S3|qe) J1udd PO I5ndY
0000SZ$ | 00S'ZS €102 $100LDS 15210430 /IDDL “1Xa1 2yl [ 21epowwodde 1 -]

T
m o1 uSis agie] pap's GNOP © 3G C1 P3N Ay M URIS *, 1AUAD
| [EIUWUONAU] [|1H 1g “AJURAIISUOTD ¥IAI) UINCL, UBIS MU (jRasy)

SUETTEY G
9107 S102 10T E€10T 10T
9102 ST02 oz €102 [4 {14 | 150D g 1EIA M Aued a|qisuodsay _ xmm.L LT
W¥}png 30%png 33png 128prg 198png S|IedL 4045 L
pasodosg pasodouy pasodosd pascdoig pasodo.d siuaweaoidwy J04S1Y
Suipuny ajzuale saunbas Ajayy pay vl xa g WUBUNIEAL S04 St N

11/Page

Token Creek Conservancy Master Plan



SRANUNION,S|00LIS ISRICPg

S|IB3L 2)13A3Y 01 WIISAS [1€.1] JUIT

00°00S°TS 00'00S°IS "ERJE 3Y) 1NOUZNOIYL SpOYIAL JuALagipl iy FETY
1242A3S 3NN |1!M pUR)IDM BSIBAP Sl “ueld uRwaSeuew
515 S10Z ULYNSU0D PUE UONEBIOISR) PUBIAM/AIBLED PR PBIILIDP COI3ABG
000% 05 102 ID1ENG HNG YUM DDLUl Spuod Joujw dlenjeAl| N 13m
00'0$ 00'0$ 00°0% 00°0$ 0005 05 Ajjenuue panuriun 1n0J) ANG/OIDL HNG Y3 LM DILUIPIOO]) "ULIC [BACWIDL SLIQIP WIEANS COIOAA| N 1304
00°0S 00°0S 00705 00°0S 0005 03 Fyenuue ussy ‘weaas 9yl Jo Apjenb seiem sojiuopy| W 13IM
CaYsIRIeM NBIJ uMOL
0005 0s zroe JOSPUIM, JO UMOL aayll W 1y
padwinp uaas pey 18U ¥R 1D AYL APISAQ WO} YSNIG FA0ILAY
00°05S 00°0S$ 00'0S$ 00°0S$ 00°0SS 39 Ajjenuue SIZAUNION/IOSPUIAN JO UMD | “SICI) WOJ) 51JGID PUB YSTIC SAOWRY| W pit]
0005 00°0SS 00'05$ 00°05$ 00'0S$ 0s$ TAunons g gunds JOSPUIAY JO UMOL ‘SpUR| AJURAJISUOD UO| N 1
Bwdwnp pue dmyyd ysniq Inoge sIoqUAAU YUM RALNLWID
00°0$ 00'0$ 0005 00°0S 00°05 0s Ajjenuue’ JOSPUI JO UMOJ “YI0M PAPAAL IRNO pue < 301G 10) S3a1 1adsul] I 1
0005 00°0$ 00°0% 00'0S 00°08 0s Ajjenuue 10SPUIAN JO UMD /5.992UniOA SHEL WO SOUIULIC 284 WL PUE SHEJL Ui SOy 4] W 1
00°0$ 00°08 00°0% 00'0$ 00°0$ oS Apenvue JOSPUIAY JO UMOL X232 3Y3 Clui JuUIPB3| SPUOD YIOQ UIOK) SHOAIND UBID| N 18
00'008% 00°05 008% 33 JOSPUISA JO UMOLDDDL ‘pepaau se jaresd ppe pue 3peidEi - 0] AuIed] W SO
0008 0$ TT0L WNG9L ENG QiM uonedicesel| W
PUPpiam pLE [SLUEYD WKs 1) Ueld UM COjRARQ SO
00°05 0s TT02 ¥NT/02L uNal w
YU UONIBJOISRL UOIIRIZEA NURG WBRILS 10) BUYBLLN CO[RA3Q SWO
00°0$ 00'0$ 00705 00'05 00°0% [ Ajjenuue JOSQUIN O UMO] “N'eNUUE 12305U} "SBAIe PIMOW DYI UL ATOUTS 20 WICTUICII] W SNQ
00°0$ 00'0S 00°08 00'0$ 00'0% s Ajenuue JOSPUIA JO UMDY SNRQ JOSPUIAA JOLIO Ul 1N
paoejdaz 3.v Aay] e AJURAIISUC) Y1 IO 52|GE]L JIuNT PO ASNAY SO
00'00Z% 0070025 00°00ZS 00°0025 00°002$ 007S Ajienuue SAANNIOA aponshzuoyl v 04
PUP LIOLIYING TPAJY PUP TN ~ SATACS ANISRAW ANOWRY
00'00TS 00°002% 00'00Z$ 00°0025 0070025 0075 Ajenuue ‘Fuuds SIRDUNON Byrows oy sease| W 03
HEWS LMW 193YS - PILISNIU e - SAITIUS dAISEAU! BAOWRY
00°0S 00°0S 00'0$ 00'0$ 00°0% 0% Ajenuue $I3INTN/JOSPUIA 1O LMCL SPCA WO USNIGIRAND| W 04
00°0$ 00'05 00°0% 00'0$ 00'05 oS Aenuue 10SPULV JO UMOL PIPIU S¥ SLUSAINI ULR PUE YRLD| W [oF]
0008 00°0% 0005 0005 00'05 0 nuve ‘BCLAS SI9TIUN|OASIDDL Gonaadsu; sa5ads AAPAUL PRULY| A o4
00°05 0S [AH WUNG/IL U] W uNg
St} PUe UALIERLEW PUOT JO} YNQ YIM uejd paziiewic) COj2Aaa
00705 00'0S 00°0% 0009 00°0$ 0$ Afjznuue SIN0IG 3jFe] S5R00€ FUISI: JO) SRAIB JII[IS UL X920 JBAU USNIG JEID| A HNQ
00°000'TS 000°tS L0z JOSPULN JO UMOY EoNI SWO3SE FO4 300N SAIP 559008 §O L0 apedad| W HI
00°00S$ Q0SS oz 2204/ RAunon UORRPUNOY UIRD JRAL Q2R ISIAIRY JIJ U S89.43 MIU Jurid W HD
0005 00°0$ 000% 00°05 0005 03 Anenuue 3951 auresd uisayned aJec passsy] W HD
00°0095 00°009% 000093 000095 00°0035 0095 Ajcnuue 103IE 200D Aeuoseas| HD
spuayeam uo pauddo me8 juH 13 - JuaLaleue y a1
00'0055 00°005S 00°00S5 00°005$ 00°00S8$ '005S Ajanuue JUR2NSUOD)/SIITIUNIOA 1034 1343 §jey 3uo - 311118 uing W HD
000§ Q0'os 00°0% 00°0% 00°0% Qs Ajjenuue jjey/Bunds JOSPUIA JO UMOLDDDL SUQOP woyspenje e’y w HD
R R R B R e e e G e U e
00006 0065 07 3L JAaueaasucy| ¢ 137
X207 udNO|, S© spue| Surlynuacs peoy 282104 JO 15am ulls E ppyv|
00°000T$ 000°7S -510¢ 3L 1221d 55219 1JOUS JUIYSQeISa JapIsuc) 1%
00°0S8% 0583 €107 10SPINAA JO UMOL/I00L ] It
*ssesd sedwed aut AQ 2223n135G0 30U pue pAMAIR AlisPA
2JOW S{ 2 05 PLOs WO Azme US| A0 |, dIURIIUZ d2IUIEY
*AQUBAJRSUQD %291) UYL PeRJ O1 UBIS 3JULNU BURSIXE LINUCD
00°009% 0098 10T SRIUNOA; N 221¢ 91 )N PIO 041 W0} 0FeUSs [CUOeINGa anUAUC) ¥
9T0Z STO0T 10T €702 aoe 3303 JB9X Aueq 3|qisucdsay yseL| 2d4i L

12[Page

Token Creek Conservancy Master Plan



00°00%$ (00°009'T3) 00°0SZ$ (000ST'ZS) {00'089'18) anjep 12pun / 19A0
00°009'92$ 00°009°€T$ 00°0SL°TTS 00'059°02$ 00°081°'STS jeon Sujpund Joenqns
00'000°£T$ 00°000°Z1$ 00'000'TTS 00'00S'8T$ 00'005'E LS SA2UN0G AUpuny Y WO |230)
00'000'sT UORDINIISUCD JAIYS JO; UROT QOO'GTS * SPUNI RUCRIPPY
00000 Jesies punj 10 UNBW %0S PUE SPUN [BLJOWAN 000°'t'S - SPund jeuoRIPpY
000052 suewsdeidey UBIS 10} PADUN) WEID %OOT 00S'ZS - SPUNL ICUORIPPY
00°000's$ 98DUS 10 UNEW %0S 000'S$ - SPUNI JRUOIPPY
00°000°ZES 00°000'Z1$ 00°000°21$ 00°000°2T$ 00°005'8S spuns Sunesedo umoy woud - 108png
wipng 303png P3png 3e8png 198png
pasodoud 9r02 pasodoig S0z pasodo.d 10T pasodosd €102 pasodoid Z10T
00°009'9Z% _ 00°009'€1$ 00°054TTS 00059025 00'081°51$ eon M:——v—__.-n_
00°0$ 0s €102 JOSPUIM JO UMO) | MO18 0 Si1BJY JO BPISIND SR8 MOfI2 PUB B3I SIYY NIy SHEN MO
00°000°T$ 000't$ 010Z-S10Z J33TUNjOA , "papaat aq ARW Pial) SIAUIIP] WIOK S8A20Y  PAUNIqPISa
119/ 13t [RUN (1242 ¥IBLW PUR LSPIQ INOWAY "Iy 1UBLIASRUELY
| SIY1 3O JBUI0D 1SER YINOS 3yl 12 d0O) 1004 TTTT J€310
W 00°000°TS 000 TS ST0T 1B23UN|OA/J0IIENUOT PISL; SI9WIRY WO
| PIPIBU 2T (jIM SS22Y Pl S.owaey Suoie ey JudwdBeucy
Y3 JO PUR YINOS LI 2L 1212 JO VOIS J00L L2 2 MOW pue Ipeid
| 00°00S$ Q0SS 0102-$T0T J23UN[OA Pepaau @1 SIAIP] UIoI] S50y
| *DOUSHGRISE {|[3M SI 3] JRUN [jB1] }IBW PUB YSNIQ IADWIY '23ly
. JuawaSeuepy S JO JFUI0D ISEE YINOS 2yl 12 dOD 1003 €46 JEI[D
| 0000575 0057S ¥10C JOIDE13U0D/IBBIUNION
| | Y3nosyl PAIULIS $53208 YIUM ‘Jje; DU3 Ut JUCE DG PINOYS HJOM SIY]
*YIMR 43N0 Syueld PPE PUE PIEIIU SE IDEID "By JudwWITeuey
JO UOIIORS ISER YIOU 10 (101} PAMCW 10 339} TT6 MIU [[RIsU|
00°005S 00S$ vL0¢ JAATUN|OA CERSCEE
{13/ S 2 |2UN 1242 ¥JBW PUB USFJQ 9AOWSY 'B3JY ludwaleuein
2y} JO PU Y2NOS 2Y3 18 |1eA 158104 40 dCO) 100, 008 & JeR)D
00°00S$ 0055 €10C J03ICRU0)/1003uN|0A POUSIQEIET jom St 3] iHun [iesy YIEW puC ysnug|
2A0WIY ‘153504 uid PIC UL U1 S[1RI] 1530 10 3394 08.LT JEID
00°00s$ 000°1S aqe 101R11U0D EEE)
PUE |3A3] 01 SPRID 133 £95 X0.ddE - [1RJ] DIMOL MU [[RIsu)
00°00t% 00g$ 10T 133(014 J3A3UNOA SPISIY 3L 03U SARIS - (1P APISHLY ||PISU|
00°000Z$ 00078 PIOT 4012810U0D 1H 3rg Jeau Aem wieaas [2luudsad sSOJse 28pLUQ MaU ||21sul
0008 00C'€ES SI0 $1AAUNIOA/I01083U0) “UEISUN YAV djaU JAURIOA LM 1004 Jad 055 "UDnedo}
28pLIG MU 01 PUBIIEAA SSOJZR YBMPIBOG 4O 1833 TIT |I2ISU)
0005 000'T$ $T0T 2301 Bunyuad
pue uSisap 29p1Ig U0 YNQ PUR AJUNOD) FURQJ YIIM HIOM
00'00SS 00SS 102 SIAAWNOA/IDIDL PAYSNQRIS 1M
SI 3 JRUN (121) }JRW PUP USNIQ AACLIAY 'BOUPNUA [H 219 ALy )
98p1Q MU SYI WO} 1221 PUB) SSEJE pUB 259105 JO 398} 99TT JE3)D
000525 05es ¥ICT S1223UN(OA “'paYSsI|QeISa ([2M S1 3 [13UN |1e.] HIBW PUE Ysnuq|
NOWRY "pecy 2Se10d 40 315aMm 35T {18} 352204 30 399, 8/ T © JedD)
00'0$ 00°0$ 0008 000$ 000% 0 Ajjenuae o1 “UONE|[@ISUl § @MPIRCq 40§ 2UIpLNg 10; YaIeas
00'0$ 00'0$ 00'0% 00'0S 00°0% 0% Ajenuae 901/ 10SDUTAN JO UMOL TIH =AY
PUE 3S [1IA PO 941 URRMIAQ HORIAUUOD {IP1] YDIPASA JAYLING
ST0T SI89IUN[ON/S|O0YIS 3S2I0J3C | SHE4d ||1H S1g O3 SPUERAM [1H DI 108UU0D 03 Y1ed100; mau JEaD
910C ST0¢ 10T €102 t41074 350D Jeap Aued djqisuodsay yser

[

adA

1y

[eF]

Od

[oF]

[oF]

04

HD

HD
13/A HE
L3M HE

1ImHa

13M Hg

13mHe

13IM H8
13Mm He

H3

easy

13/Page

Token Creek Conservancy Master Plan



14/Page
Token Creek Conservancy Master Plan



MANAGEMENT AREAS

The Token Creek Conservancy is divided into eight (8) distinct management areas based
on geography, shared habitat, restoration goals and objectives.
1. Culver Management Area
2. Forest Management Area
3. Wetland, Creek and Wildlife Sanctuary Management Area
4. Raintree Conservancy Management Area
5. Old Mill Site Management Area
6. DNR Ponds Management Area
7. Big Hill Management Area

8. Trails
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CULVER MANAGEMENT AREA

The Culver Management Area consists of 66 acres purchased in 1999 as an addition to
the Token Creek Conservancy. The property is named after Elmer and Edna Culver who owned
a farm and several ponds at this location. They were early advocates of the stewardship
movement. There are recorded stewardship plans dating back to the early 1970’s. This property
was a tremendous addition to the Conservancy and has allowed for the development of a series
of trails, a native prairie and wonderful scenic views of the creek and wetlands.

ENTRANCE

The entrance to the Culver Management Area is located at the northeast entrance of the
Token Creek Conservancy (TCC) at the intersection of Egre Road and Mill Road. (3667 Egre
Road) Mill Road is a private drive that leads into the most developed part of the TCC. A
security gate, which has significantly improved safety concerns at the park, is located at the
entrance with several parking stalls. The gate is locked during the week, but is opened for the
weekend during the spring, summer and fall. During the winter season, the gate is locked but the
parking stalls are plowed to provide a location for vehicles so that users can enjoy the park in the
winter.

Goals for the entrance area are:

1. Increase visibility and recognition of the entrance.

2. Provide visitors with guidelines for recreational use.

3. Provide contact information.

4. Provide trail maps.

5. Inform visitors about restoration/management efforts and volunteer activities.
6. Maintain gate security.

7. Maintain Mill Road and parking areas.

8. Rename entrance sign. (Token Creek Conservancy — Elmer and Edna
Conservancy entrance)

9. Add a shelter.
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PRAIRIE

A large prairie was established in the northwest section of this management area with the
help from the Token Creek Watershed Association who purchased the seeds. The prairie has
been through two successful burns and appears to be in good health with the appropriate mix of
native plants. The prairie needs to be monitored yearly for both diversity of native prairie plants
and forbs species; as well as invasive or undesirable species. Test plots should be created to
gage the success of restoration efforts and will help guide future management practices. Ata
minimum, the prairie should contain 90% native plants and forbs, no more than 5% shrub
species, and no more than 5% exotic species.

The prairie is one of the most visited parts of the TCC and extra care should be taken to
provide educational and informational material for the public. Additional “test plot” areas could
be created to promote other forms of conservation and ecological management of land and water.
For example, a rain garden might be appropriate along the northwest corner to showcase
stormwater management techniques. Also a berm and natural landscaping could be used to
buffer the transition between the future home sites to the north of the prairie and the
Conservancy.

Goals for the prairie area are:

1. Divide prairie into two sections and burn %% of prairie annually, or as needed.
2. Monitor and treat prairie for invasive and exotic plants.

3. Re-seed when necessary to keep diversity of prairie plants and forbs.

4. Establish berm on north border.

5. Screening should be considered to maintain privacy from future home sites.
6. Install interpretive and educational material.

7. Install Leopold benches.

PRAIRIE HILLSIDE FOREST

The mixed hardwood forests in southern Wisconsin are a highly diverse mixture of a very
wide variety of broadleaf tree species. The prairie hillside forest contains a stand of mixed
central hardwoods and is approximately 5 acres in size. This stand includes a mixture of green
ash, black cherry, walnut, black oak, cottonwood, box elder, norway spruce, white pine, white
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cedar and red pine. There is a considerable amount of buckthorn, honeysuckle, and dame’s
rocket present in this area. This site contains several loop trails and one dead-end trail at the
creelk:

Goals for the Prairie Hillside Forest area are:

1. Include area in the Forest Management Plan for the Conservancy.
2. Clear brush and monitor for invasives annually.
3. Plant grass seed on new trails.

4. Install footbridge over gullied slope connecting the trail to the eastern side of the
Culver Hill Management area.

EASTERN HILLSIDE FOREST

The eastern hillside forest contained many undesirable species and was harvested in 2009
to clear the area for a stand of walnut and mixed hardwoods. To date, no planting plan has been
established for this area. The site covers approximately 3 acres and has an established trail along
the southern boundary.

Goals for the Eastern Hillside Forest area are:

1. Include with management plans for Central Hardwood Forests of the
Conservancy.

2. Clear brush and monitor for invasives annually.
3. Create a loop trail.

4. Maintain and repair hillside barn foundation.
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FOREST MANAGEMENT AREA

There are several types of forests in this management area, and while each area may have
different tree species, the management of the forests will be same. Removing invasive species,
such as honeysuckle and buckthorn, wild parsnip and garlic mustard will be a priority. The
TCCC should develop a professional forest management plan that includes the following

guidelines.

Forest Management Plan Goals/Opportunities

1.

Selectively cut trees with the objective of improving health, biodiversity and
longevity of the forest. Heritage trees may be identified for preservation.

Replant trees (saplings preferred) where identified by the Forest Management
Plan, or as needed. The objective should strive for improving the overall health,
species diversity, food variety and canopy cover of the forest. Reforestation
should provide for a staggered maturity of trees.

Strictly control timber harvesting to minimize damage to healthy forest areas and
control the introduction of invasive species. Any harvesting will require strict
quality control standards and site restoration. The site will be inspected by a
member of the TCCC or Windsor Staff to confirm that all conditions have been
satisfied.

Clear brush from within the forest if it is not a value as habitat or is a safety
concern.

Monitor and treat forest for invasive and exotic species. Develop management
plans for the control of invasive and unwanted species.

Develop trail network where appropriate.
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WETLAND, CREEK & WILDLIFE SANCTUARY MANAGEMENT AREA

This management area includes the Big Hill wetland area along with the wetlands
connecting the Old Mill Site and Culver Hill. The priority for this area is to manage invasive
plants such as reed canary grass. Due to the difficulty of managing invasive plants in this area, a
formal management plan shall be created and efforts should focus on preventing the spread of
invasive plants and protecting water quality in the wetlands and stream. Any trail development
through this area will likely require an elevated boardwalk. The goal is to create a through trail
from the Northeast to the Southwest.

Goals/Opportunities

I

Investigate the possibility of creating a trail linking the Northeast (Culver Hill)
with the Southwest (Old Mill Site).

Set up stream water quality monitoring protocol.

. Develop a reed canary grass and other invasive plant management plan.

Investigate funding opportunities for a boardwalk.

Continue stream restoration efforts; work with property owners to gain access for
DNR stream work.

Remove deadfall and debris from stream to keep a balance between aquatic
habitat and the prevention of excess flooding.

Add a sign for Big Hill Wetlands.

Add a bridge by Big Hill.
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RAINTREE CONSERVANCY MANAGEMENT AREA

The Raintree Management Area is approximately 3 acres in size and includes the
Raintree ponds and their culverts as well as the area that is currently mowed around the ponds
and conservancy entrance. The Raintree Conservancy can be reached by taking Grossepark
Road in the Raintree subdivision. (6377 Grossepark Road) This area was acquired in two
phases. A portion was originally dedicated to the Town of Windsor as parkland as part of the
Raintree Subdivision. Later, Wilfred and Verena Grosse donated the ponds to the Town of
Windsor with the condition that they are maintained in as open space. Therefore this area is
managed as part of the Conservancy system and not like other recreational parks in Windsor.

The TCCC would like to transition this area to a natural meadow or low prairie.
Currently the area is maintained as a regular park and the grass is mowed once a week in the

summer. Since this area is considered part of the Conservancy, the goal should be to manage the

property consistently with the rest of the Conservancy land. The TCCC should create a sub-
committee with representatives from the Raintree Neighborhood to discuss future plans for this
area. The sub-committee should investigate the possibility of converting to a short grass prairie
or meadow in the future. The trails should be mowed paths. The committee shall also look at

trail siting options and find ways to maintain privacy and safety for the neighborhood while still
providing guided access for recreational users. This area will continue to be managed for passive

recreational uses, such as walking, nature viewing and fishing.

Goals/Opportunities

1. Create a Sub-Committee for Raintree Conservancy Planning.

2. Investigate low grass or low prairie plants for this management area to replace

lawn.
3. Include Raintree woodlands as subsection of the future Forest Master Plan.
4, Add several benches.
5. Restore vegetative cover at the creek to prevent erosion.
6. Maintain culverts.

7. Monitor and address ways to improve the water quality and habitat of this
area.

8. Convert entrance sign to identify Raintree as a component of the Token Creek

Conservancy.
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9. Maintain a visual border around the boundary of the Conservancy to protect
private property.

10. Clean trails and stream of debris and monitor for invasives.
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OLD MILL SITE MANAGEMENT AREA

The Old Mill Site once contained the last functioning mill in Token Creek and is located
along the eastern side of Portage Road, just north of Highway 19. (6394 Portage Road) The Old
Mill Site area includes the Token Creek Cemetery, Veterans Memorial, Portage Road entrance to
the Conservancy and the larger mowed area near the old spillway. The management of this area
should focus on uses such as fishing, education, picnicking and maintaining the Veterans
Memorial and Token Creek Cemetery.

Goals/Opportunities

1

Convert entrance sign to identify the Old Mill Site as a component of the
Token Creek Conservancy.

Install a bridge to connect to the Raintree section of the Conservancy.
Install benches at bridge site, wetland view site, and cemetery.
Install a new kiosk.

Install a shelter. Develop a written plan to address stream channel and wetland
rehabilitation with the Wis. DNR.

Coordinate re-seeding of disturbed land from restoration work (only after all
restoration work has been completed).
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DNR PONDS MANAGEMENT AREA

This area is owned by the DNR and managed by the Town of Windsor/TCCC with an
intergovernmental land use agreement that expires April 1, 2012. The management area includes
two ponds, parking areas and an historical marker. Originally, the DNR used the ponds for
rearing fish. These rearing ponds were eventually abandoned for alternative sites more suitable
to the DNR. However, the DNR has continued to stock a small amount of fish at the ponds from
time to time.

The primary focus for this management area should be on coordinating a new land use
agreement for the DNR Ponds and to achieve Urban Fishery designation to revive the stocking of
the ponds. Currently an application for Urban Fishery status has been submitted by the DNR
with help from the Token Creek Conservancy. The contract shall negotiate other arrangements
with the Wis.DNR regarding the management and future use of the ponds regardless of the
Urban Fishery designation so that the TCCC can make reliable plans for this area.

If Urban Fishery designation is achieved, then the TCCC can move forward with plans to
create a fishing site for youth and the handicapped. This plan would include creating a
pier/platform that would allow easy access over the edge of the pond for fishing and would be
designed predominantly for wheelchair access. In addition, a handicapped accessible trail would
be necessary to provide transport from the parking lot to the pier.

The TCCC would also like to use this site for an educational walk with interpretive signs
about the importance of the watershed, conservation and appropriate land use. Recent
discussions with the Wis.DNR have been positive but an agreement is necessary to cement the
relationship for the next 15 years and resolve uncertainties about the future of the ponds and the
Town of Windsor/TCCC’s involvement in the maintenance of the site.

The TCCC and the Wis.DNR should discuss a contingency plan for the DNR ponds in
the event that they no longer used by the Wis.DNR. Windsor should be involved with the future
use of this site, and be offered an opportunity to reclaim the property as part of the Token Creek
Conservancy. These discussions should occur at the time that Windsor the the Wis. DNR
renegotiate the intergovernmental land use agreement that expires April 1, 2012. This agreement
should also cover the stocking of fish, aeration of the ponds, management needs and expectations
to see this location managed appropriately for the next ten years.

Goals/Opportunities

1. Renew Land Use Agreement with the Wis.DNR.
2. Obtain Urban Fishery Designation.

i. Provide a security plan for the ponds.
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il.

iii.

iv.

Vi.

Vil.

Viii.

1X.

Post rules and regulations for fishing.

Build handicapped accessible pier/platform.

Provide appropriate parking for access to ponds.

Design educational signs or stations.
Improve handicap parking access.
Coordinate stocking of fish annually.
Supply aeration for the ponds.

Monitor water quality at the ponds.

Token Creek Conservancy Master Plan
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BIG HILL MANAGEMENT AREA

The Big Hill Management area contains Big Hill (a gift to Windsor and the DeForest
Area School District from Cecil and Bernadine Smith) and an additional generous donation by
the Fred and Helen Chase family. Also part of this management area is the former Yngsdahl
property purchased by Windsor. The area is managed to provide an outdoor classroom for
students and has a strong educational focus. The property contains 3 ponds, a restored prairie, a
small farming plot, the woodlands of the Big Hill and wetlands near the creek.

The Big Hill Mission Statement

The mission of the Big Hill Environmental Center is to engage, challenge, and inspire students;
bringing awareness, knowledge, and appreciation of nature leads to sound stewardship of the
earth. The Big Hill Environmental Center is the School Forest of the DeForest Area School
District (DASD) and the Town of Windsor. Big Hill is an integral part of the Token Creek
Watershed that feeds into the Yahara River Water System. It is an exceptional opportunity to
enhance education for students and teachers by learning in a natural setting. Integrating
curricular content areas with environmental education is an effective way to increase student
awareness and to help them become better stewards of the earth.

Big Hill Education Goals/Opportunities

1.

2

Repair and replace educational markers as needed.

Continue 1% — 4™ grade educational experiences.

. Develop science and physical Education curriculum for middle school.

Encourage a greater understanding of energy and the eco-system K-12.

Broaden understanding of biodiversity changes in environment and human
impact k-12.

Develop and organize Big Hill hikes for students and families.
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BiG HILL PRAIRIE

The Big Hill Prairie is approximately two (2) acres in size. It was previously a gravel pit
and then it was planted with grass to minimize erosion. In 2001 the DeForest Area School
District began to prepare the site for the installation of a prairie. The area proved to be difficult
to establish with prairie seed because there was very little top soil left behind. Students annually
collect seeds which are nurtured by the High School Horticulture students in the school
greenhouse until May. The students then plant the seedlings in the prairie every year. The
prairie is also maintained by a biennially burn.

Big Hill Prairie Goals/Opportunities

1. Burn Prairie as needed.

2. Monitor and treat prairie for invasive and exotic plants.

3. Re-seed when necessary to keep diversity of prairie plants and forbs.
4. Expand prairie to hillside, west of the path.

5. Design a prairie flower guide for public and educational use.

6. Conduct community work days for maintenance of the prairie.

7. Develop educational programs and explorations for this location.

BiG HiLL FOREST

The Big Hill Forest is approximately 30 acres in size and includes a small Pine tree
plantation along with native Burr Oak, Black Oak, White Oak and Walnut trees. You can find
Jack in the Pulpit, May Apple, Early Meadow Rue, Wild Geranium and other plants in the
forested area.

Big Hill Forest Goals/Opportunities

1. Monitor forest to preserve the health of native trees, erosion control, and
manage invasive and exotic species.

2. Conduct community work days for maintenance of the forest and to clear and
mark trails.

29[Page
Token Creek Conservancy Master Plan



3. Align management decisions with the Mission Statements of the TCCC and

Big Hill.

4. Develop educational programs and explorations for this location.

BIG HiLL PONDS

The ponds at Big Hill are manmade and were created when the gravel pit was
operational. Trails lead to the Ponds and the largest pond has a wonderful floating dock.

Big Hill Pond Goals/Opportunities

L

2

Clear the trail around the pond for improved access.
Clear brush and debris from the pond.

Maintain pier.

Monitor water quality.

Develop educational explorations for this location.

BIG HiLL WETLANDS

The wetland areas near the Big Hill also include a recent land purchase by Windsor that
links the Big Hill site with the eastern portion of the Token Creek Conservancy along Portage

Road.

Big Hill Wetlands

1

2.

Investigate opportunities for the purchase of additional land along the creek.
Include area with Wetland Management Plan.

Monitor water quality.

Continue stream restoration efforts.

Add a sign for Big Hill Wetlands by Portage Road.
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6. Add a trail from Portage Road to Big Hill.

7. Add a walking bridge over the creek.
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MISC MANAGEMENT AND LANDS OWNED BY OTHERS

DEFOREST AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT PROPERTY

The DeForest Area School District owns property abutting Big Hill. The TCCC should
continue to coordinate activities with the School District to ensure harmonious and mutually
beneficial use of this area. This will be the responsibility of the Liaison and TCCC member
representing the DeForest Area School District and the Big Hill Committee.

REVERE TRAILS

Revere Trails is a pending subdivision directly to the west of the Token Creek
Conservancy border. As part of this development, land is being added to this edge of the
Conservancy and will include a walking/multi use trail oriented North/South. There will also be
an access into the walking trails of the Conservancy. When this property is developed,
boundary/no hunting signs shall be erected as well as a sign for the Token Creek Conservancy -
Revere Trails entrance.

MAYR PARKVIEW ESTATES

Mayr Parkview Estates is a small preliminary 5 lot subdivision directly to the north of the
Token Creek Conservancy boarder along Egre Road. As part of this development, an on-site
storm water management plan and Stewardship plan will need to be approved by the TCCC.
The TCCC should also ensure that appropriate screening is planted to maintain a privacy buffer
between the Conservancy and the private property. When this property is developed,
boundary/no hunting signs shall be erected.
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TRAILS

Making the publicly owned Conservancy land accessible for residents to enjoy is one of
the main goals of the Master Plan. The Conservancy is quite diverse and includes wetlands,
springs, creek, ponds, woods, prairie and mowed areas. This diversity makes the Conservancy
an interesting and beautiful place, but also creates challenges in planning trails connecting the
entire area.

Low impact trails, exclusive to walking, are appropriate for this environmentally
sensitive area. Mowed trails and footpaths will be the most common trail types, with boardwalk
trails through wetland areas coming in future years or as funding becomes available. Motorized
vehicles (snowmobiles, ATV’s etc.) and bicycles do not fit in with the management philosophy
of this area are not allowed on TCC trails.

Privacy and safety for private property owners bordering the Token Creek Conservancy
were considered in trail locations and whenever possible trails should be kept away from
residential property lines. A trail network is planned that traverses the most suitable land in the
Conservancy. As much as possible, trails have interconnections throughout the Conservancy
which is desirable in the sense that it makes the property available to the public and creates little
need for hikers to leave the trails. With the TCC borders relatively well marked, a complete trail
system should keep people from exploring onto neighboring properties.

Trail locations prove to be a challenge within portions of the Conservancy containing
wetlands and areas of springs. High and dry land should be utilized to plan trail locations.
However, there are areas within the Conservancy where boardwalk may be the only option.
Future trails through the wetlands will be explored based upon economic resources and the
ability to work with affected property owners.

As trails are constructed, minor changes in trail locations should be expected based upon
current conditions. For example, if a few trees died or were removed and made the view better a
short distance from a planned trail, that trail location may be adjusted to take advantage of the
view. Or, a spring may be discovered and the trail would need to be adjusted to avoid the spring.

All of the planned mowed trails and footpaths are also appropriate for winter
snowshoeing. Signage marking these trails for the winter months should be considered, whether
they be seasonal signs or permanent ones. Cross country skiing could also be considered in
limited areas where the paths are wider, such as in the prairie and adjacent forests.
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ADMINISTRATION

MANAGEMENT PLANS

The physical size and diversity of the Conservancy requires that management be a
priority consideration. Formal Management Plans should be prepared for each of the unique
Management Areas to facilitate the proper administration of projects and to achieve the desired
outcome. Windsor Town Staff, in conjunction with the Token Creek Conservancy Committee
(TCCC) should prepare clear requests for proposals that define the parameters and expectations
for the Management Plans. In order to effectively evaluate proposals, the TCCC should request

multiple bids.

Requests for Proposals should contain the following information:

1.

2

Written description of the goals and expectations of the proposal.
Timeline for the Management Plan.
Expected cost to achieve the results of the Management Plan.

Emphasis on environmentally sensitive ways to manage invasive or undesirable
species.

Identify alternative funding and cost sharing resources.
Evidence of insurance and/or credentials.
Examples of consultant’s previous work.

References.
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MAINTENANCE & BUDGET FORECASTS

The TCCC shall annually review the maintenance needs of the Token Creek
Conservancy. The review should also consider the various Management Plans and Master Plan
to help prioritize the assignment of annual projects with relationship to the expected budget. The
TCCC should consider cost effective and low maintenance improvements to the Conservancy in
order to maximize the use of funding resources.

Projects should be planned well in advance in order to utilize Windsor Public Works
Staff (where appropriate), volunteer based help or contractors. This will allow for the proper
noticing, scheduling of work and obtaining requests for proposals from contractors. All projects
should be monitored by a TCCC member or assigned Windsor Staff representative. A monthly
timeline of project needs could be of assistance and should be considered for annually
reoccurring projects.

Members of the TCCC are expected to organize at least one approved work day or
project annually. Work days should be planned well in advance to coordinate volunteer work
activities with other organizations and/or assistance from contractors. A TCCC member will be
assigned as project leader for the work day and is responsible for finding the appropriate
equipment and helpers for that day.

The TCCC will work with Windsor Staff and Town Board to manage the annual budget.
Windsor Staff can be of assistance (with adequate notice) to help prepare grant applications
when appropriate. A designated member of the TCCC (usually the Chair) should discuss budget
planning and special assistance needed from the Town Board at least annually. Large
expenditures should be planned with advice from the Town Board and staff. In particular,
equipment purchases should be reviewed by town employees expected to operate and maintain
the equipment.
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SIGNS AND BOUNDARY MARKERS

ENTRANCE SIGNS

The Token Creek Conservancy lacks an integrated system of signage to identify the areas
and entrances of the Conservancy. A unified and cohesive system of signs should be designed
for the Conservancy to help identify the individual areas and entrances as part of the larger
Token Creek Conservancy System. This will help foster an identity for the Conservancy and
distinguish it from the nearby Dane County Token Creek Park. New development with land
bordering the Conservancy shall be required to install the initial signs as part of the Developers
Agreement.

Sign Design Considerations:
1. A logo or symbol may be considered to help promote the Conservancy.
2. Token Creek Conservancy should be the most prominent feature of the sign.
3. Entrance location should be the secondary visible feature of the sign.
4. All signs should be standardized and uniform in size and appearance.

5. If necessary, naming rights for the signs should be investigated.

INTERPRETIVE AND EDUCATIONAL SIGNS

Interpretive and educational signs are permitted in the Conservancy and can be very helpful in
identifying unique features, processes, environments and species. These signs, however, should
be minimized and placed in a manner that prevents a cluttered appearance that disrupts the
natural aesthetics of the Conservancy. Where practical, information should be provided at a
Kiosk at the entrance of the Conservancy where visitors will have the opportunity to review
materials.
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BOUNDARY MARKERS

Boundary markers have been utilized throughout the Conservancy to distinguish Windsor
property from private property. The signs have been placed around the perimeter corners by a
certified surveyor. Proper boundary markers make it possible to address property management
concerns. New development with land bordering the Conservancy shall be required to install
boundary signs (where needed to protect Town interests and private property owners) as part of
the Developer’s Agreement.
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PARTNERSHIPS

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

The Town of Windsor has had a successful relationship with the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources (Wis.DNR) and for many years jointly managed the DNR Trout Ponds. In
addition, the Wis.DNR has lead efforts to stabilize the stream bank and restore wetlands within
the Conservancy. The TCCC should help facilitate continued collaborative agreements and
projects with the Wis.DNR.

The current Intergovernmental Land Use Agreement for the DNR Ponds needs to be
renegotiated before April 1,2012. Plans for the DNR Trout Ponds should be coordinated with
DNR Staff. The TCCC should continue efforts to obtain Urban Fishery status at the DNR Ponds
and implement a program for youth and handicapped fishing at the site. A formalized agreement
will cement the relationship and obligations for the management of the DNR Trout Ponds and
ensure program continuity and consistency as changes among staff occur.

The TCCC should continue to work with the Wis.DNR to complete the stream bank
stabilization and restoration work. The TCCC could help facilitate negotiations with private land
owners to provide access to complete the remainder of the restoration. Ultimately the goal
should be to complete the final phase of the restoration efforts started with the removal of the
Mill Pond Dam.

TOKEN CREEK WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

The TCCC should continue to work closely with the Token Creek Watershed
Association. In the past, the Token Creek Watershed Association has provided valuable citizen
and neighborhood support for the Token Creek Conservancy, helped to build community and
governmental collaboration, and engaged in fundraising efforts for the Conservancy. One
member of the TCCC, per ordinance, is required to be a member of the Token Creek Watershed
Association. This individual shall function as a liaison between the groups and foster
cooperation on projects and goals that benefit the Conservancy and Watershed.
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WINDSOR PARKS COMMISSION

One member of the TCCC, per Windsor ordinance, is required to be a member of the
Windsor Parks Commission. This individual shall function as a liaison between the groups and
foster cooperation on projects and goals that benefit the Conservancy and Windsor Parks. As
development occurs, the TCCC and Windsor Parks Commission should coordinate trail planning
to link Windsor Parks to the Token Creek Conservancy, where appropriate. From time to time,
major projects could involve joint planning and benefit from the expertise and experience that
each group has to offer. In addition, the TCCC and Windsor Parks Commission should jointly
manage the Windsor “Comprehensive Outdoor, Recreation and Open Space Plan”.

DEFOREST AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

The DeForest Area School District manages the Big Hill Learning Center which
comprises a large portion of the Big Hill Management Area. One member of the TCCC, per
Windsor ordinance, is required to be a member of the DeForest Area School District (and a
member of the Big Hill Committee). This individual shall function as a liaison between the
groups and foster cooperation on projects and goals that benefit the Conservancy and School
District. Educational outreach and planning efforts could be expanded to other parts of the
Conservancy to enhance the outdoor learning environment vision of the School District as well
as provide educational opportunities for visitors to the Conservancy.

The TCCC should investigate developing a volunteer based “Friends” group to help with
implementing projects throughout the Conservancy. A friends group would allow individuals to
be part of the management of the Conservancy in a more social setting. Successful friends
groups often raise money independently for special targeted projects and can have considerable
influence in bringing additional resources to the Token Creek Conservancy. Many examples
exist of volunteer groups working collaboratively with government in order to achieve common
goals. Often times these groups focus on education, outreach, research and fund raising that
would otherwise be unattainable by the government alone.
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OTHER PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Potential partnership and collaboration opportunities should be encouraged and explored with
other citizen groups and service/civic organizations which should be further explored (i.e. Lions
Club; Scouts; Rotary Club; Chambers of Commerce; sportsmen and environmental groups;
bicycle federations; 4-H clubs; county and state officials; churches; senior citizen facilities in
DeForest, Windsor and Sun Prairie; veterans groups; Audubon Society; Trout Unlimited, Dane
County Conservation League, River Alliance; Sierra Club, etc.).
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LAW ENFORCEMENT

WINDSOR LAW ENFORCEMENT

The TCCC shall meet with a Windsor Law Enforcement representative annually to
discuss security concerns at the Conservancy. Recreation areas elsewhere have unfortunately
experienced vandalism and unacceptable behavior by users. Minimizing such
inappropriate/destructive behavior in Token Creek Conservancy should be a priority. Potential
topics could include adding trail patrols and increased patrolling of the Conservancy. The area
should also be monitored to prevent hunting and trapping since these activities are prohibited in
the Conservancy.

SECURITY GATE AT CULVER ENTRANCE

The security gate at the Culver entrance has been a recent addition at the Token Creek
Conservancy and has greatly diminished the incidences of vandalism and inappropriate behavior
at the Conservancy. The security gate is currently managed by contract and is open on the
weekends during spring, summer and fall. This arrangement should be reviewed annually. If
public interest to have the gate open during the week becomes an issue, a meeting with local law
enforcement should be considered to address the continued security concern for the area due to
the fact that the lower parking lot is not visible from the road.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM

Most of the Conservancy is bordered by private residential homes. A neighborhood
watch program for the Conservancy by neighbors should be explored. It may prove to be
empowering to neighbors if they can be a part of determining acceptable behavior in the
Conservancy, and would speed law enforcement responses through timely notifications. A
neighborhood watch program would involve an education program and a system for neighbors to
report to authorities possible questionable activities within the Conservancy.
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GOVERNMENTAL REVIEW

Additional non-farm development is likely to occur within or adjacent to the Token
Creek watershed where permitted by pertinent comprehensive plans. Such changes may impact
the environment within the Token Creek Conservancy. The TCCC should strive for a more
formal role in Land Division and Zoning Review to protect this important natural resource. The
TCCC could request an amendment to the Windsor Land Division Ordinance to permit a formal
review of proposed projects in the Watershed by the Token Creek Conservancy Committee. At a
minimum, the Windsor Staff representative on the TCCC should monitor the implications of
proposed projects, regulatory approaches and comprehensive/cooperative plans and amendments
as they may pertain to the Token Creek Conservancy and report back to the TCCC. The TCCC
and the Token Creek Watershed Association should also be consulted about Stormwater
Management Plans prior to County approval within the watershed as they may have a significant
impact on the Conservancy.
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MISCELLANEOUS ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES

WATERBORNE RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Due to the sensitive nature of the environment at the Token Creek Conservancy (water
fowl nesting habitat and natural springs), along with unpredictable water levels, waterborne
recreational activities like canoeing, kayaking and flotation rafts are discouraged. The TCCC
shall discourage such activities within the Conservancy. In addition, the TCCC should
investigate options to protect the sensitive springs and nesting sites from human impact.

HUNTING, TRAPPING AND FIREARMS

The Token Creek Conservancy is managed to preserve natural resources and to provide a
habitat and refuge for wildlife. With this goal in mind, Hunting, Trapping and Firearms are
prohibited within the boundary of the Conservancy. Exceptions will be by permit only and shall
be an option of last resort to control a species for health, safety concerns or population control.

CAMPING AND CAMP FIRE

To maintain the pristine character of the Token Creek Conservancy and to minimize
potential safety hazards to individuals and property, camping and camp fires are prohibited in the
Conservancy. Occasional exceptions may be granted by the Token Creek Conservancy
Committee and Windsor Law Enforcement as part of an organized event.
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ADDITIONAL UNAUTHORIZED ACTIVITY — VEHICLES & DOGS

There shall be no unauthorized motor vehicles, all-terrain vehicles or bicycles on any trail
in the Conservancy. Vehicles may park in designated parking areas only. In addition, dogs are
not permitted within the Conservancy. The area is an important habitat for ground nesting
wildlife and dogs (even leashed dogs) are absolutely prohibited from the site.
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APPENDIX

APPENDIX A - TOKEN CREEK CONSERVANCY NATURAL RESOURCES

APPENDIX B - TOKEN CREEK CONSERVANCY HISTORY

APPENDIX C - FOREST MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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INTRODUCTION

Token Creek Conservancy (Conservancy) is a diverse resource area specifically set aside
for the protection and preservation of a valuable natural environment. The Conservancy is
owned by the Town of Windsor and managed by a 7 member Token Creek Conservancy
Committee. The Conservancy is the central feature of the 27 square mile Token Creek
watershed. The Token Creek watershed extends north to the Dane/Columbia county border,
east to Sun Prairie, and south of Cherokee Marsh on Madison’s north side.

The defining feature of Token Creek Conservancy is its exceptional water resources. Fed
by a series of natural springs, boils and seeps, Token Creek is the only cold water fishery in the
northeast quadrant of Dane County. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (Wis.DNR)
has classified Token Creek as a Class Il trout stream. Token Creek’s baseflow comes primarily
from a series of spring complexes, the largest of which is located in the Wetlands Management
Area to the south of the Culver Management Area.

Token Creek is the primary contributor to the Yahara River, which in turn feeds Lake
Mendota. Baseflow per square mile of the Token Creek watershed is much greater than for the
nearby, better known Yahara River; this suggests that Token Creek likely has a larger
groundwater basin than the surface watershed.

The Token Creek watershed area was glaciated during the most recent Wisconsin glacial
advance; most of the upland areas were only covered with a thin sheet of glacial material.
However, in some places glacial cover can reach 200 feet or more. The glacial deposits are
underlain by 800 to 1000 feet of Ordovician and Cambrian dolomite and sandstone over
Precambrian crystalline rock.

The northern portion of the Token Creek watershed consists of a plateau that extends
into southern Columbia County; this area contains some of the world’s finest quality farmland.
The site of the former millpond is believed to be a glacial valley that was once part of glacial
Lake Yahara. Soil sampling drilling conducted in 1997 suggests that this subsurface glacial valley
is very steep sided at the location of the Culver Springs.
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Culver Springs is a complex of several large boils and springs, with numerous smaller
seeps. For many years, the largest of the springs were impounded by berms, creating four
small ponds; the ponds were originally constructed by the Culver family for fish rearing
purposes. While the cold baseflow provided by the springs gave Token Creek great potential
for restoration as a trout habitat, the existence of the millpond and smaller fish-rearing ponds
prior to their removal impounded and warmed these waters, impeding a proper habitat from
being established.

The research report An Improved Hydrogeologic Model for the Token Creek Watershed
— Final Report to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (Jean Marie Bahr & Laura
Parent, 2001) concluded that the warming impact of the small fish-rearing ponds were
negligible. But as a precaution and because fishery sustainability is sometimes a matter of
small gradations in temperature, the four small fish-rearing ponds were breached in 2004.

Stream gauging done in 1997, 1999, and 2001 found that the Culver Springs complex
contributes approximately 6 cubic feet per second (cfs) to the base flow of Token Creek, or
approximately one-third of Token Creek’s total base flow before it enters the Yahara River.

The Token Creek stream and springs complex provide significant base flow for the
Yahara River and Lake Mendota downstream (approximately 40-50%). The predominant uses
through which the stream passes are residential (7%), agricultural (73%) and wetland areas
(4%), although this ratio will not remain constant due to urbanization in nearby parts of
DeForest, Bristol, Sun Prairie, Madison and Windsor.

Modern production agriculture and non-agricultural development contribute sediment,
herbicides, pesticides, and nutrients to Token Creek, decreasing its viability as a trout habitat
and contributing to excessive rooted aquatic plants production. The impacts of these
contaminants in the waters cause changes in the species of fish that can survive. Lowered
oxygen levels decrease game fish, higher phosphorus and nitrogen levels cause increased algae
blooms and growth of water-dependent weeds that reduce the recreational potential of the
creek and downstream bodies of water.

At least two significant springs and numerous seeps have been identified in the area
formerly covered by the millpond. These springs are identified by two tributaries to form well-
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defined wetland/stream tracts that lead to the creek. Protecting the springs is critical to
protecting the natural resources of Token Creek Conservancy. Abundant, cold water feeding
the creek is essential to developing a healthy brook, and hopefully brown, trout population.
The fact that areas of the creek support water cress plants is a positive sign.

THE WETLAND RESOURCES OF THE TOKEN CREEK

CONSERVANCY

The removal of the dam and millpond created large new wetland areas, many of which
are still evolving. Springs are dynamic, changing in location and water volume. In addition, the
18 acre wetlands addition to the Conservancy west of Portage Road contains diverse wetlands,
shallow marshes, and wet meadows. Unfortunately, some of the wetlands have significant
populations of invasive species, mainly reed canary grass, with some honeysuckle, parsnip,
garlic mustard, and buckthorn (common and glossy).

Growing up wet is common for many kinds of wildlife. Northern pike, muskies and a
variety of other fish species spawn in wetlands. Beavers, mink, muskrats, otters, deer, turkeys,
ducks, geese, swans and an incredibly diverse group of songbirds and shorebirds are born and
live in wetlands. So are turtles, snakes, frogs, toads and salamanders, and dragonflies, mayflies,
snails and other invertebrates. Without wetlands, these animals, birds, reptiles and insects
could not survive. In addition, bulrushes, cattails, waterlilies and sedges are just a few of the
plants that grow in wetlands, providing shelter and food for wildlife.

Shallow wetlands warm sooner than deep-water marshes and lakes, providing
shorebirds, waterfowl, herons and egrets with a rich supply of plants, frogs and insects for food
in early spring. Shallow wetlands provide feeding and nesting habitat for waterfowl that prefer
small, isolated bodies of water. Ducks breed in adjacent grasslands and feed off the wetland
bottom for insects and plants. More wetlands mean more abundant food and cover variety,
providing better habitat — habitat that will support deer, pheasants, songbirds, muskrats and
other species at various points in their life cycles.
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During periods of heavy rain, wetlands act as large reservoirs that help prevent flooding
downstream. A one-acre wetland, holding water to a depth of one foot, will store 330,000
gallons of water. The stored waters then trickle back into the earth and help recharge
groundwater supplies. The wetlands of the Token Creek Conservancy provide a valuable
stormwater detention function for the surrounding area, containing vast quantities of
stormwater during storm events.

After a heavy storm, wetlands capture runoff in their lush tangle of plants. The stilled
waters allow sediments and pollutants to drop out of suspension. Tiny underwater organisms
attached to plants intercept and break down nutrients and many types of pollutants, recycling
them into new plant and animal life. This process works to prevent pollution of lakes and
streams

THE SOILS OF THE TOKEN CREEK CONSERVANCY

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources’ NRSC soils maps indicate that the
prevalent soils in the Token Creek Conservancy are: Sable silty clay loam; Wacousta silty clay
loam; Adrian muck; Whalan silt loam; Virgil silt loam; gravelly substratum.

Other than areas with Whalan silt loam, these soil types represent hydric soil conditions,
lowland vegetation, wetlands and/or floodplains. Such soil have low structural strength for
supporting any type of improvements or buildings, low load bearing capacity, and can be prone
to erosion. The use of such areas is regulated by floodplain zoning ordinances. The floodplain
areas are highly beneficial as stormwater storage areas during large storm events.

The Big Hill Management Area features Kidder and McHenry soil types; some such soil
has been removed from the former quarry areas.
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THE UPLANDS OF THE TOKEN CREEK CONSERVANCY

One of the features that makes the Token Creek Conservancy so wonderfully diverse,
such a study in contrasts, are the unusual geographic contrasts within close proximity — the Big
Hill, thrusting to an elevation of 1040 feet, within just a few hundred yards of lowland
tributaries and marshes. Slopes range from virtually flat at creekside, nearly flat in border areas
at 1-6%, and dramatically steep slopes of 10-20% in the vicinity of the Big Hill.

The Conservancy’s Big Hill Management Area contains stands of hardwood trees, oak
savannah areas, and a rich variety of brush and shrub types. Some heritage trees exist on the
site.

The upland areas surrounding the former millpond area have a restored prairie area
planted by the Token Creek Watershed Association, remnants of a planted pine stand, several
upland and lowland hardwood areas, wet meadows, and shallow marshes.

The most common forest type groups are oak-hickory, maple-basswood, pines, aspen-
birch, cottonwood, walnut-cherry, elm, and lowland conifers.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resource’s Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI)
indicates that perhaps two plant groups are one wetland type may be endangered or of special
concern in the Token Creek Conservancy area: Small White Lady’s Slipper (Cypripedium
candidum): Glade Mallow (Napaea dioica); Southern Sedge Meadows.
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SOURCES

e Lower Rock River Water Quality Management Plan, Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (2001)

e Dane County Parks & Open Space Plan —2006-2011, Dane County (2006)

e Natural Heritage Inventory — By County, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(2009)

e An Improved Hydrogeologic Model for the Token Creek Watershed - Final Report to the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Jean Marie Bahr & Laura Parent (2001)
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APPENDIX A - SOILS MAPS
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APPENDIX B — ECOLOGICAL LANDSCAPES OF WISCONSIN

B1 — Statewide Ecological Landscapes

Ecological Landscapes of Wisconsin - WDNR Page 1 of 2
« Home
* About
* Topics
e Contact Us

Iicological

Lnaseres  FEcological Landscapes of Wisconsin

*» Overview
+ Statewide

UPDATE:
Maps UFPDALEL:
The Ecosystem
Wildlife Action Management and
Plan Planning Team is

currently working to
complete the
Ecological Landscapes
Handbook. The new
Handbook will contain
Profiles 18 chapters: one for
Natural : 9 annen cach of the 16
Communities | < e Ecological
» [icological 7 Landscapes, an
Prioritics Introductory chapter,

Explore Wildlife :
Action Plan Data  wenwes S5

Lowtaeds

* Species

Hortheast
Sands

Central

Tool Lake Micklom and another chapter
* Property with background
Scarch information. These
« County chapters will be posted
Scarch S i here as they become
coasiet available. Many
Related Pages additional changes are
planned for these Web
» Geographical pages in the coming
Management months.
Units
. \«_V_Q)_S_(_)ll -- Choose an Ecological Landscape -- Gol
Survey [Lxit
DNR Ecological Landscapes are areas of Wisconsin that differ from each other in
» Animals, ecological attributes and management opportunities. They have unique
Plants. & combinations of physical and biological characteristics that make up the
Natural ecosystem, such as climate, geology, soils, water, or vegetation. They differ in
Communitieslevels of biological productivity, habitat suitability for wildlife, presence of
» Natural rare species and natural communities, and in many other ways that affect land
Heritage use and management.
http://dnr.wi.gov/landscapes/ 10/21/2011
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Ecological Landscapes of Wisconsin - WDNR Page 2 of 2

Inventory
Working ListInformation presented at this site is taken from The Ecological Landscapes of

Wisconsin, a Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources handbook. The
handbook provides an assessment of each Ecological Landscape, including its
ecological, social, and economic characteristics. It also identifies
opportunities to manage resources with consideration for long-term ecological
and economic sustainability. The information is used as a reference for
managers, to help assess the ecological resources and opportunities that exist
within the state and in the Ecological Landscapes where they work. The
Ecological Landscape handbook was a collaborative effort by DNR staff from
the following programs: Division of Forestry, Bureau of Endangered
Resources, Division of Water, and the Bureau of Integrated Science Services.

Chapters are currently being written for each Ecological Landscape. As
chapters are completed, they will be included here.

For any questions regarding the maps presented on this site or the "DNR
Ecological Landscapes of Wisconsin" handbook, please contact Jeff Schimpff
at Jeff.Schimpff@wisconsin.gov. Suggested Citation for Handbook:
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. In Prep. DRAFT Ecological
Landscapes of Wisconsin. State of Wisconsin, Dept. of Nat. Resources,
Handbook. 1805.1. Madison, WI.

Last Revised: Thursday February 08 2006

WISCONSIN
OEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

dnr.wi.gov
The Official Internet Site for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
101 S. Webster Street . PO Box 7921 . Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7921 . 608.266.2621

Legal Notices | Privacy Notice | Acceptable Use Policy | Site Requirements
Emplovment | Feedback | 8RSS | Site Map

http://dnr.wi.gov/landscapes/ 10/21/2011
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B2 — Southeast Glacial Plains Landscape

Southeast Glacial Plains Landscape

* Home
* About
* Topics

Contact Us

Licological

Landscapes

¢ Qverview @ {
* Statewide Ecalogical Landscapes
Maps

- WDNR Page 1 of 3

widite Acion  SOUtheast Glacial Plains Landscape

Plan

Explore Wildlife [~
Action Plan Data . '

* Natural \( ' /
Communities =N S
* Licological
Prioritics

Tool
* Property
Secarch
County
Secarch

General Description

Species of Greatest Conservation
Need

Management Opportunities: Natural
Communitics

Maps

The Southeast Glacial Plains Ecological Landscape makes up the bulk of the

Related Pages non-coastal land area in southeast Wisconsin. This Ecological Landscape is
made up of glacial till plains and moraines. Most of this Ecological
« Geographicall.andscape is composed of glacial materials deposited during the Wisconsin
Management Ice Age, but the southwest portion consists of older, pre-Wisconsin till with a

Units more dissected topography. Soils are lime-rich tills overlain in most areas by

Web Soil a silt-loam loess cap. Agricultural and residential interests throughout the

§_uﬂ1\_g_\:u xit landscape have significantly altered the historical vegetation. Most of the rare

DNR natural communities that remain are associated with large moraines or in
e Animals. areas where the Niagara Escarpment occurs close to the surface.
Plants. &
Natural Vegetation
Communitics
° EE‘L‘“—HI Historically, vegetation in the Southeast Glacial Plains consisted of a mix of
Heritage prairie, oak forests and savanna, and maple-basswood forests. Wet-mesic

prairies, southern sedge meadows, emergent marshes, and calcareous fens

http://dnr.wi.gov/landscapes/index.asp?mode=detail&Landscap... 10/21/2011
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Southeast Glacial Plains Landscape - WDNR Page 2 of 3

Inventory  were found in lower portions of the Landscape. End moraines and drumlins

Working Listsupported savannas and forests. Agricultural and urban land use practices
have drastically changed the land cover of the Southeast Glacial Plains since
Euro-American settlement. The current vegetation is primarily agricultural
cropland. Remaining forests occupy only about 10% of the land area and
consist of maple-basswood, lowland hardwoods, and oak. No large mesic
forests exist today except on the Kettle Interlobate Moraine which has
topography too rugged for agriculture. Some existing forest patches that were

formerly savannas have succeeded to hardwood forest due to fire suppression.
Hydrologic Features

The Southeast Glacial Plains has the highest aquatic productivity for plants,
insects, invertebrates, and fish, of any Ecological Landscape in the state.
Significant river systems include the Mukwonago, Wolf, Sheboygan,
Milwaukee, Rock, Sugar, and Fox. Most riparian zones have been degraded
through forest clearing, urban development, and intensive agricultural
practices. The Ecological Landscape contains several large lakes, including
those in the Madison area and in the Lake Winnebago Pool system. These
lakes are important to many aquatic species including the lake sturgeon.
Kettle lakes are common on end moraines and in outwash channels. In
addition to Horicon Marsh, this Ecological Landscape contains important
fens, tamarack swamp, wet prairies, and wet-mesic prairies that contain rare
plants and animals. However, most wetlands have experienced widespread
ditching, grazing, and infestation by invasive plants. Watershed pollution in
the Ecological Landscape is about average according to rankings by
Wisconsin DNR, but groundwater pollution is worse than average compared
to the rest of the state.

Land Use

The total land area for the Ecological Landscape is approximately 4.9 million
acres, of which only 10% is classified as timberland. Only about 4% of the
area of this Ecological Landscape is publicly owned. Many of these are the
least developed areas in southeastern Wisconsin, and the Kettle Moraine
represents the largest contiguous patch of undeveloped land.

Socioeconomics

Socioeconomic data are summarized based on county-level approximations of
the Ecological Landscape (referred to as a "region"). Economic data are
available only on a political unit basis with counties as the smallest unit. The
counties included in this socioeconomic region are Calumet, Columbia, Dane,
Dodge, Fond du Lac, Green, Green Lake, Jefferson, Ozaukee, Rock,
Sheboygan, Walworth, Washington, Waukesha, Waupaca, and Winnebago
("Southeast Glacial Plains Region"). Although the Southeast Glacial Plains
Region is quite urban compared to other state areas, agriculture is very

http://dnr.wi.gov/landscapes/index.asp?mode=detail& Landscap... 10/21/2011
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Southeast Glacial Plains Landscape - WDNR Page 3 of 3

important. Among the regions it ranks third in percent of acreage in farmland,
market value of agricultural products per acre, and milk production per acre;
and it ranks second in corn production. (Farmland includes all land under
farm ownership such as cropland, pastureland, and woodland.) The
percentage of agricultural land sold and diverted to other uses is below
average. Recreation is also important in this region. It has the highest number
of fishery and wildlife areas, the second highest number of state parks and
forests, and one of the highest ratios of water to land surface area. Per capita
water use is near average. The Southeast Glacial Plains Region is
economically prosperous with a well-educated and racially diverse
population. The population density (188 persons/ sq. mile) is about twice that
of the state as a whole (96 persons/ sq. mile), the second highest population
density among the regions. This region has the third lowest population of
elderly (over 65) while the proportion of nonwhites, especially Hispanics and
African Americans, is one of the highest. The per capita income, average
wage, and number of high school and college graduates are all third highest,
while the rates of poverty and unemployment are both third lowest among the
regions. The manufacturing sector is relatively strong, whereas farming,
though very productive, does not provide a large percentage of jobs.

For any questions regarding the maps presented on this site or the "DNR
Ecological Landscapes of Wisconsin" handbook, please contact Jeff Schimpff
at Jeff.Schimpff@wisconsin.gov. Suggested Citation for Handbook:
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. In Prep. DRAFT Ecological
Landscapes of Wisconsin. State of Wisconsin, Dept. of Nat. Resources,
Handbook. 1805.1. Madison, WI.

Last Revised: Thursday February 08 2006
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B3 — Land Type Association of the Southeast Glacial Plains
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B4 — Finley’s Original Vegetation of the Southeast Glacial Plains

{;{‘/ &Q&;&J
e B R

-

;L_..__

o%

ﬂa,,?',,

=
=== Ecological Boundary

I

== County Boundaries
== Geographical Management Unit Boundaries

GRASSLAND AND BRUSH

Praitie

Brush

WETLAND AND VEGETATION

| Swamp conifers - while cedar, black spruce. tamarack, hemlock
g 1 Lovdand hardwoods - willow. soft maple, box elder, ash, elm

| 5551 Marsh and sedge meadow, wel praire, lovdand shrubs

DECIDUOUS FOREST
74 Beech, sugar maple, basswood, red oak, while oak, black oak
Sugar maple. basswood, red oak, white 0ak, black oak
: Oak - whita oak, black oak, bur oak
Oak openings - bur oak, white oak, black oak

N

Major Highways.
H
UsH

BOREAL FOREST
17711 White Spruce, balsam fir, tamarack, while cedar, white birch, aspen
MIXED CONIFER - DECIDUOUS FOREST
| Beech, hemlock, sugar maple, yellow birch,white pine. red pine
[ Hemlock, sugar maple, yellow birch, white pine, red pine
T271 Sugar maple, yellow birch, vhite pine, red pine
{171 White pine red pine
1 Jack pine, scrub (hil's), oak forest and barrens
Aspen, white birch, pine

OTHER
Area with vegelation cover lype nol intespreted on the source map
Hydrographic area from 1:250000-scale land use and land cover layer

[ 3 16 Kilometers

16 Miles

1:1200000
WISCONSIN TRANSVERSE MERCATOR NAD83(91)

Dats Created by Rovent W, Finley - 1976, Professor o* Ceasgrapny
Ementus. Un rerbly of W scorsn Ceder Sssiem.
3l Data pred2red by Masneth Mirer,
303 Steve Ventuea Uneversity of Wiscorsn - Magisen,
The data shown on this map are avadable on 3 costof
rasources dasis frem WONR, GeoServites Saction,
Ses the "GIS Datasharing® secticn,
WIS NRLp / fvwes. dor stata.ai.us/orglatiet/geo.
This data layer is included in DVGISLD, 3 part of the
DNRYV:ew extension to ArcVies. DNRView makes it easier
t0 use and share DNR geographic ¢ata. Trainad Arctiew
users can obtain DNAViaw from the 3ppropnate
cegional contact ksted in the “GIS Datasharing™ section.

Appendix A - Token Creek Conservancy Natural Resources

19| Page



20| Page

Appendix A — Token Creek Conservancy Natural Resources



APPENDIX C - SOUTHEAST GLACIAL PLAINS SPECIES
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Southeast Glacial Plains Landscape - WDNR Page 2 of 5

Inventory  (Black Tern Chlidonias niger 3

Working List|Black-billed Coccyzus 3
Cuckoo erythropthalmus
Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 8
Bluc-winged Vermivora pinus 3
Warbler
Bobolink g 3

oryzivorus

Brown Thrasher  Toxostoma rufum 3
Bult-breasted Tryngites 3
Sandpiper subruficollis
Canvasback Aythya valisineria 3
Cerulean Warbler Dendroica cerulea 3
Common Tern Sterna hirundo 3
Dickeissel Spiza americana 3
Dunlin Calidris alpina 3
iﬁﬁﬁ\’lmk Sturnella magna 3
Iield Sparrow Spizella pusilla 3
Forster's Tern Sterna forsteri 3
Grasshopper Ammodramus 3
Sparrow savannarum
Henslow's Ammodramus 3
Sparrow henslowii
Hooded Warbler  Wilsonia citrina 3
Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica 3
King Rail Rallus elegans 3
Lcast Flycatcher  Empidonax minimus 3
Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 3
wi\t)(:lllgsll;;::?lsh Seiurus motacilla 3
Northern Harrier  Circus cyaneus 3
________ll’rol.hono(ar ,» Protonotaria citrea 3
Warbler
Redhead Aythya americana 3
Red-headed Melanerpes
Woodpecker erythrocephalus
Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 3
Rusty Blackbird  Euphagus carolinus 3
Short-billed Limnodromus 3
Dowitcher griseus
Short-cared Owl  Asio flammeus 3
Vesper Sparrow Pooec.etes 3
B gramineus
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Weslern )

Meadowinilk Sturnella neglecta 3

Whooping Crane  Grus americana 3

Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii - 3

Wood Thrush 2y Ioct¢hla 3
mustelina

Yellow-billed Coccyzus 3

Cuckoo americanus

Bell's Virco Vireo bellii

Golden-winged Vermivora

i 2

Warblet chrysoptera

[Lark Sparrow Chondestes 2
grammacus

Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus 2

Marbled Godwit  Limosa fedoa 2

Northern o g o

Baotivhie Colinus virginianus 2

Red-shouldered .

Redsshpuldgred ,5 MOWCEIEE  Buteo lineatus 2

Hawk

Snowy Egret Egretta thula 2

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria 2

Upphind Sugdiger Bartr:amta )
longicauda

Veery Catharus fuscescens 2

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 2

! - Caprimulgus
Whip-poor-will 8
il e vociferus 2

Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 2
Yellow-crowned
Night-Ieron

Yellow-throated

Nyctanassa violacea 2

Dendroica dominica 2

Warbler
i\ﬁ.&ﬂ_ﬂﬁh&h Anas rubripes 1
Tl dBagls Haliaeetus

e leucocephalus
Barn Owl Tyto alba 1
Black-throated Dendroica |
Bluec Warbler caerulescens
Canada Warbler  Wilsonia canadensis |
THorned Grebe Podiceps auritus 1
Kentucky Warbler Oporornis formosus 1
Osprey Pandion haliaetus |
Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 1
Trumpeter Swan  Cygnus buccinator 1
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Fish Score
e 3 Eri X X-
Gravel Chub FLIDRIAR % 3
punctatus
Gireater Redhorse Moxos{oma . 3
valenciennesi
Lake Chubsucker Erimyzon sucetta 3
Lake Sturgeon  Acipenser fulvescens 3
it vl Et.heostoma 3
e microperca
Longear Sunfish Lepomis megalotis 3
Ozark Minnow  Notropis nubilus 3
Redfin Shiner Lythrurus umbratilis 3
. in
st ies Clinostomus 3
= elongatus
Ritver lisdliofs MO)fo.stotrza 3
— carinatum
Slender Madtom  Noturus exilis 3
Starhead ;
o A Fundulus dispar 3
Topminnow
Banded Killifish  Fundulus diaphanus 2
Black Buffalo Ictiobus niger 2
Pugnose Shiner  Notropis anogenus 2
Western Sand
Thaster Ammocrypta clara 2
American Eel Anguilla rostrata 1
Reptiles and Amphibians Score
. Emydoidea
Blanding's Turtle . 3
blandingii
Butler's Garter : ;
T Thamnophis butleri 3
Snake L 2
Ml_lj Sistrurus catenatus
Massasauga 3
i catenatus
Hemidactylium 3
scutatum
Thamnophis 3
Snake sauritus
Ornate Box Turtle Terrapene ornata 3
Pickerel I'rog Rana palustris 3
. ina
Queen Snake - ; 3
septemvittata
Mudpuppy Necturus maculosus 2
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Yellow-bellied :

“"(_——"‘“ Coluber constrictor 2

Racer

Northern Cricket . ;

= Acris crepitans 1

I'rog

Western Ribbon  Thamnophis |

Snake proximus

Mammals Score

Franklin's Ground Spermophilus

e e 3

Squirrel Sfranklinii

Lastern Red Bat  Lasiurus borealis 2

Hoary Bat Lasiurus cinereus 2

Northern Long-  Myotis 2

cared Bat septentrionalis

Prairic Vole Migrots 2
ochrogaster

Silver-haired Bat Laszgny ey 2
noctivagans

Woodland Vole  Microtus pinetorum 2

Water Shrew Sorex palustris 1

Content for this page was derived from the Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan
and/or the Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan Database.
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HISTORY OF THE AREA

The Token Creek area figures prominently in the rich historical tapestry of Dane County.
Drawn by the area’s abundant natural resources, prominent geographic features, and strategic
location, Token Creek first attracted various Native American peoples, to be followed later by
white settlers in the mid-1800’s. This Chapter provides an overview of the Token Creek area’s
Native American people, settlement and modern eras; as well as the historically significant
cemetery and the dam failure that resulted in the restoration of the creek.

THE NATIVE AMERICANS

For countless generations, Native Americans survived by hunting, fishing and gathering
wild plants, with small transient bands traveling to places where reliable sources of food and
fresh water could be found in abundance. Token Creek was undoubtedly such an area given its
rich natural resources.

Between approximately 600 AD and 900 AD, a new and distinctive culture that
archaeologists have labeled the “Effigy Mound Culture” arose in Wisconsin. As Native
American people became less nomadic with the introduction of corn horticulture, the bow and
arrow, and more permanent settlements, some Native American bands began constructing
effigy mounds.

Effigy mounds are large man-made earthen mounds. Some effigy mounds are abstract,
such as long linear embankments or a series of embankments with a dome-type feature. Other
effigy mounds resemble birds or animals, such as deer or bears. Archaeologists and Native
Americans believe that some effigy mounds were meant to symbolize spirits of the earth — sky,
earth and water.

Early histories of the white settlement period record that there were several effigy
mounds in the Token Creek area, although it was sadly noted that these were already becoming
obscured by agricultural practices. The location of these effigy mounds is now lost to history.
Excellent examples of effigy mounds, however, exist in the Madison Four Lakes and Sun Prairie
areas, which are likely similar in design and size to those that once were visible in Token Creek.
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While it is unknown whether any permanent Native American settlements existed in the
Token Creek area, numerous accounts exist from the early settlement period of large bands of
Winnebago Indians walking on the old trails in the area. It is likely that the area had earlier
been popular with members of the Sac and Fox tribes.

The most credible theory on the naming of Token Creek is that the area was named
after the minor chief Tokunee who sometimes frequented the area at the time of the arrival of
the first white settlers. Early maps assign the names “Token” or “Tokunee” to the area.

THE EARLY SETTLEMENT ERA

America’s steady tide of western migration reached southern Wisconsin by the 1830’s —
and the Token Creek area would be changed forever. William Lawrence was the first white
settler in 1837 what would become the Town of Windsor. In 1841, George Spaulding became
the first white settler in the Token Creek area.

The first territorial election in the Town of Windsor was held in 1847 at Charles
Lawrence’s Prairie House Inn in Token Creek (3812 State Hwy 19), the year prior to Wisconsin
achieving statehood in 1848. Local lore is that General Zachary Taylor, a future U.S. president,
and fellow officer Jefferson Davis, the future Confederacy’s first and only president, stayed at
Prairie House Inn while passing through during the Black Hawk War.

Completed in 1844, the important Fort Winnebago Road from Madison to Portage
passed through Token Creek. Present day Portage Road, which bisects the Token Creek
Conservancy, is located on the route of the old Fort Winnebago Road. Madison, Dane County
and Surrounding Towns (Wm. J. Park and Company, 1877) describes Token Creek’s landmark
Big Hill as “the lighthouse of the prairie, by which travelers were able to steer their course
when crossing open country.”

Token Creek’s fortuitous location on the Fort Winnebago Road in the shadow of the Big
Hill sped its development as a crossroads hamlet. A Token Creek post office was established in
1847, and for a number of years was the only post office between Madison and Wyocena; it
was discontinued in 1902. During the post-settlement era, Token Creek had a school,
Congregational Church and several general stores serving the area. Until destroyed by fire in
1881, the Token Creek Tavern was the area’s social center. A photograph exists showing fiddler
Marcus Wheeler, father of renowned poet Ella Wheeler Wilcox (“Laugh and the world laughs
with you ...”) standing on the roof of the Tavern with fellow boisterous patrons.
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The War Between the States (1861-65) affected Americans profoundly, perhaps
unequaled by any other conflict — and Token Creek was no exception. While Token Creek did
not raised its own local company of troops, as was sometimes the case in other communities,
many area men answered the call of duty. Local men preparing to fight for the Union cause
were known to drill and practice musketry in the vicinity of the Big Hill.

A dam was erected in 1860 to impound the waters of Token Creek and provide a steady
source of water to fuel grist mills. This created a 44 acre millpond. In the era before the
availability of electricity and fossil fuels, harnessing water power was a widespread practice
among ingenious early settlers. Where the water quantity and velocity were inadequate or too
seasonal, a dam would be constructed to create a millpond. A millpond is an artificial pond
produced by damming a stream to create an impoundment of water that could be steadily
released to power a water wheel. The turning waterwheel would provide the power to rotate a
massive circular stone paired with a stationary stone inside the mill. Wheat, oats, corn and
other grains would be placed between the two millstones and ground, producing flour and
livestock feed.

Three grist mills were constructed in the area, although only two were successful. One
mill was erected near the large springs at the east end of the millpond but apparently was a
failure. It was recorded that this mill “was badly constructed” and that “new wheels and
gearing had to be put in and the dam thoroughly repaired, making it an expensive investment
to the then owner.

In 1849, a second area grist mill was constructed west of Token Creek in Section 5 in the
Town of Burke about one hundred yards west of current U.S. Hwy 51. This mill operated for
several decades and was described in early area histories as a “great convenience to the
surrounding country.”

An improved dam and a third grist mill were constructed at the western edge of the
millpond in 1861. This successful mill, called the Token Roller Mill, operated from 1861 until
1945. The mill building stood until it was razed in 1974; the mill site was what is today the Old
Mill Site Area entrance to the Conservancy on the east side of Portage Road adjacent to the
cemetery. It was this mill, and particularly the creation of its associated large millpond, that
defined Token Creek for many years.

A small dam structure on the Pederson Branch was also constructed at a later period for
the purpose of carp and trout rearing.

The millpond was used for fishing and swimming. In the winter, ice was harvested to
stock ice houses of area residents.
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Establishing a school was always a priority in pioneer communities. A crude log school
was first erected near the northeast side of the Big Hill. Construction of a new school was
authorized in 1852 but the replacement structure was not completed for many years. That
school, which existed until 1966, was located on the parcel directly west of and adjacent to the
Token Creek Cemetery; a private home now exists on the land.

THE MODERN ERA

Suburban growth reached the Token Creek watershed during the 1960’s. The city of Sun
Prairie to the east began to experience substantial growth, which created an increase in
stormwater runoff to the watershed. Neighborhoods to the west in Windsor and DeForest
expanded soon thereafter. Urbanization and soil erosion from area development and farms
resulted in siltation of the Token Creek millpond; once a lake in which people swam and fished
for northern pike, bass and panfish, the millpond had become shallow and supported mainly
carp and bullhead fish.

In the 1970’s several large new residential plats were created in the Token Creek area:
the Terrace Park, Millstone, Raintree and Wynbrooke neighborhoods. The once sleepy area
suddenly had hundreds of new residents and significant development pressure. In response to
citizens’ concerns over unplanned growth, the Town of Windsor, in 1979, adopted its first land
use plan and related ordinances governing platting.

The surrounding area in general experienced rapid growth as the populations of the
communities of DeForest, Windsor and Sun Prairie continued to grow, with the cold baseflow of
groundwater to Token Creek impacted by such development. These changes began to heighten
public awareness that the Token Creek watershed’s future could not be taken for granted.

The idea of starting a Token Creek watershed protection project began in 1990 with the
Dane County Natural Heritage Foundation (“Foundation”). The Foundation Board determined
that the State of Wisconsin’s new Stewardship Fund stream bank easement funding program
presented fresh preservation opportunities. Foundation Board member John Hutchinson was
charged with identifying the streams in Dane county which would benefit most from this fund.
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After requisite research, the Foundation decided to apply for a program grant for the Token
Creek watershed.

The Foundation enlisted Barbara Loftus as its first liaison with Token Creek area
residents. Ms. Loftus and Foundation Board members started contacting local residents and
held small public meetings in residents’ homes to solicit input on possible Token Creek
conservation efforts. The Foundation and Bob and Faith Thomas entered into the first
conservation easement protecting a tributary south of State Highway 19.
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TOKEN CREEK CEMETERY

The historic Token Creek Cemetery has been incorporated into the Token Creek
Conservancy. The cemetery’s quiet setting on a small rise to the north of the Old Mill Site
Management Area western entrance to the Conservancy on Portage Road is very evocative and
moving, a small corner of the past that has changed little in the past 160 years. The grave
stones mark the final resting place of many of the Token Creek area’s early families. (Combs,
Spalding, Spaulding, Douglas, Rasdall, Aus, Buttolph, Lawrence, Goodrich, Butterfield) In all,
137 people are known to be buried in Token Creek Cemetery.

The harsh conditions of the settlement years meant that having a cemetery was as
necessary as establishing a school. The exact origins of the Token Creek Cemetery are unknown
but Token Creek historian Mae Bork has written that the cemetery was already in existence
when one pioneer family arrived in 1849. The cemetery site officially became Token Creek
Cemetery on June 10, 1854.

For many years, the cemetery was affiliated with and maintained by a cemetery
association linked with the nearby Token Creek Congregational Church. When that
congregation dwindled in size and eventually disbanded in the early 1900s, the cemetery lost its
guardian. Family members of the deceased who were active with the cemetery association also
became fewer in number, and eventually the cemetery association ceased to exist as a
functioning entity.

In the following decades, nature gradually reclaimed the site, with brush and untrimmed
lilacs choking out the sunlight; vandals desecrated many of the grave markers. Some local
residents tried to do maintenance work at the cemetery, usually on the lots of family members,
but the task was too overwhelming and such efforts gradually ceased.

One citizen then stepped forward and made a difference, not only for the Token Creek
Cemetery but for similar abandoned cemeteries throughout Wisconsin. This citizen was Edith
Morrison, a dignified resident of Morrisonville who was a long-time Town of Windsor Clerk.

Edith Morrison’s grandfather had fought in the Civil War and her two sons were World
War Il veterans. She believed that all deceased veterans should be honored on Memorial Day
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and for over fifty years she personally placed flowers and flags on the graves of veterans in
Token Creek Cemetery and other Windsor cemeteries. The Capital Times reported in 1956 that
Morrison “had to walk through heavy underbrush that encroached in the quiet little cemetery
as she carried out her mission of remembrance of the veterans.”

Morrison waged a quiet but determined campaign with the Wisconsin Legislature to
enact a state law requiring the local government in which an abandoned cemetery is located to
maintain the site. Perhaps a bit shamed by the effective pleas of the widowed Mrs. Morrison
and knowing that many such sad and abandoned cemeteries existed throughout the state, the
Legislature enacted a law requiring the maintenance of abandoned cemeteries by local
governments.

The Town of Windsor became responsible for the Token Creek Cemetery in 1954, and
maintenance progressed over the years. In a very real way, the plight of Token Creek Cemetery
was the catalyst that preserved countless abandoned cemeteries throughout Wisconsin.

In recent years, the Town of Windsor has restored and reinforced many of the
deteriorating grave markers to aid in their preservation. A new flag pole and monument listing
the names of all 137 people buried in the Cemetery was dedicated on Veterans Days,
November 11, 2000. The site continues to be used for remembrance ceremonies by veterans
organizations on Memorial Day, the Fourth of July, and Veterans Day.

Boy Scout Troop 155 (Windsor) and Troop 333 (Sun Prairie) have completed several
projects at the Cemetery and adjacent Old Mill Site Management Area, including path
construction, cemetery rehabilitation, erection of a flag pole, and building/placing Leopold-style
benches.

The graves of ten veterans of four, possibly five, American wars are a particularly
interesting feature of Token Creek Cemetery, representing the War of 1812, Civil War, Spanish-
American War, World War |, and possibly the Revolutionary War. Seven veterans of the Civil
War alone are buried here, all of whom died while in service.

The reference in old burial records to the internment of a man simply recorded as
“Winslow” has attracted considerable interest over the years given that no Winslow family
resided in the Token Creek area at that time. Early histories of the area state that it was
thought that Winslow was possibly a veteran of the Revolutionary War. The Daughters of the
American Revolution organization was consulted and their records indicated that an Orland
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Winslow had indeed served in the Revolutionary War. Could this be the same Winslow who
possibly died while traveling through the area on the Fort Winnebago Road, and Token Creek
Cemetery became his final resting place?

When research was done in preparation for the casting of the new cemetery monument
in 2000, it was concluded that it was more likely that the Winslow references were to a John
Winslow, a veteran of the War of 1812. It is the name of John Winslow, and his War of 1812
service, that is inscribed on the monument.

Luke Butterfield, another War of 1812 veteran interned in Token Creek Cemetery, was
born in 1786 and died on June 26, 1861. Butterfield was a resident of the area and had at one
time been an operator of the grist mill west of Token Creek in the Town of Burke.
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THE MILLPOND DAM FAILURE CRISIS AND STREAM

RESTORATION

In 1992, due to age, deterioration, and vandalism, the dam impounding the Token Creek
millpond began to fail. An inspection by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
in 1994 confirmed the steady structural failure of the dilapidated dam and ordered that the
dam either be replaced in conformity with modern dam standards or be removed.

A group of concerned citizens had been working on ways to protect the Token Creek.
This effort was coordinated by John Hutchinson for the Dane County Natural Heritage
Foundation who held a series of conferences to help facilitate Token Creek conservation
efforts. These conferences were attended by stakeholders and included area farmers,
developers, local officials, environmentalists, and community neighbors to discuss and find
common ground on the issues facing the watershed and the millpond. Almost one hundred
citizens gathered at a March 13, 1995 conference to identify their suggestions, differences and
areas of agreement how best to protect the watershed.

At the same time, some of the land owners surrounding the millpond wanted to save
the pond and repair the dam. They formed a group called the Token Creek Inland Lake and
Protection Rehabilitation District (District). This group would purchase the dam site and repair
the dam. They coordinated with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and received
the appropriate permits from the DNR for dam reconstruction. In May 1996, this group took
ownership of the dam site and began the plans to repair the dam in compliance with DNR
standards.

Meanwhile, the DNR had been conducting extensive surveys of the area. The failure of
the dam and subsequent draining of the pond had exposed the underlying watershed, a unique
cold water stream and large amounts of springs producing 50 degree water. It was determined
that reconstructing the dam would adversely affect the trout potential and water quality of the
area. Therefore, the DNR would no longer approve any dam reconstruction plans. In June
1996, the DNR presented an alternative plan to the District that would involve the dam removal
and a wetland restoration project instead.

These new plans to remove the dam and drain the millpond created a whole new set of
complex ownership, governance, legal and fiscal issues. After complicated and sometimes
contentious negotiations, a solution was agreed upon where the Town of Windsor would
purchase and assume ownership of the drained millpond and dam site from the Lake District
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and willing property owners. These sensitive lands would become the Token Creek
Conservancy and would be publicly owned and protected.

Soon after, the Token Creek Watershed Association was formed in 1996 to provide
grassroots citizen support for the protection and property management of the newly acquired
Windsor conservancy lands and the greater twenty-seven square mile, five jurisdiction Token
Creek Watershed (Towns of Windsor, Bristol, and Burke; City of Sun Prairie; Village of
DeForest).

A March 15, 1997 Wisconsin State Journal article covering a later conference observed
that “the best way to protect water quality along Token Creek was to put watershed welfare in
the hands of area residents.” Meeting co-facilitator Bert Stitt said, “My feeling is that the
environmental issues facing this state are so large, contentious and consequential that we must
find a way of engaging those people who live in the environment affected in some kind of
productive, useful discussion...| really see this event today as some kind of landmark in
environmental issues.”

In 1998, the Town of Windsor worked with the Token Creek Watershed Association, the
Dane County Natural Heritage Foundation, the Token Creek Inland Lake and Protection
Rehabilitation District, the Wisconsin DNR, Dane County, Trout Unlimited, the Dane County
Conservation League and obtained a 1 million dollar Lake Protection District grant to be used
for the acquisition of this property. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Secretary
George Meyer commented on the years of efforts culminating this historic event: “This was a
lot of risk taking. | knew it was going to be a very, very difficult project...| had some real
skepticism in the back of my mind...This is a very, very special project. The resourcing benefits
are tremendous...The freeing-up of those springs — 4,000 gallons of 50 degree water — which is
the key ingredient to re-establishing five to seven miles of very valuable trout stream, next to
the second-largest population base in the state, close to where people can really access a
terrific resource.” Secretary Meyer emphasized that Windsor’s Token Creek experience would
be used as a statewide model to manage similar projects to bring people together. In closing,
Secretary Meyer commented on the end of the millpond era, saying “How many generations

never had the opportunity to take advantage of this resource now being freed up?” (Sun
Prairie Star, 1998)

The Town of Windsor separately purchased the three acre parcel on Portage Road (Old
Mill Site Management Area) providing western access to the new Conservancy lands. This
parcel consists of the site of the old Token Roller Mill and its millraces to the west of the
millpond basin, and access to the historic Token Creek Cemetery. The Cemetery had earlier
come under Windsor ownership due to a state law requiring such public ownership of
abandoned cemeteries. The millraces were man-made canals through which water impounded
in the millpond would rapidly flow, driving the mill wheel that powered the grinding wheel
machinery within the mill building.
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In 2002, the Windsor Town Board established a seven-member Token Creek
Conservancy Committee to provide and ongoing governmental structure to administer and
perform future planning for the Conservancy. This Committee was composed of seven (7)
members representing the following; one representative of the Windsor Parks Commission,
one representative of the Token Creek Watershed, one representative of the DeForest Area
School District, one representative of the Windsor Town Board, one representative of the
Windsor Staff, and two (2) citizen representatives with a demonstrated interest in the
Conservancy.

Efforts continued by the Town of Windsor and its partners to expand the new Token
Creek Conservancy to include adjacent unique lands. Elmer and Edna Culver were long-time
owners of a particularly critical 60 acre parcel to the north of the former millpond that
contained the area’s largest springs. The Culver family had practiced a strong conservation
ethic during their stewardship of this land, putting in walking trails and constructing four ponds
that were used for trout rearing. The Culver estate heirs agreed to sell this invaluable parcel to
the Town of Windsor, securing permanent protection for the sensitive springs and habitat
areas. This area, with access from Egre Road is now the Token Creek Conservancy’s Culver and
Wetland Management Areas.

In the late 1990’s, Cecil and Bernadine Smith donated to the Town of Windsor
ownership of approximately 35 acres of the Big Hill, a remarkable public-spirited contribution
(Bernadine Smith was a Token Creek native and former educator). The gift was unique in that
the donation included an easement giving the DeForest Area School District a permanent right-
of-use easement to utilize the Windsor parcel as a “living classroom”.

Through this successful Town of Windsor-DeForest Area School District partnership,
school children can discover the oak savannahs, thick forests, four small ponds, wildflowers,
wildlife and lofty vistas that make up the wonderful Bill Hill Management Area property. The
DeForest Area School District has established its own internal Big Hill Committee to coordinate
school field trips and land management and restoration projects at Big Hill, in cooperation with
the TCCC. The Big Hill has received State of Wisconsin School Forest designation. As new
generations of children become ever more removed from nature, the Token Creek
Conservancy’s Big Hill Management Area provides and exceptional opportunity for children to
get in touch with and interact with the natural world.

Adding to the success of the Smith’s Big Hill donation, local philanthropists Fred and
Helen Chase generously donated $100,000 to the DeForest Area School District to enable the
purchase of a 27-acre farmland parcel adjacent to the Big Hill parcel. While this parcel is owned
by the School District and is not formally a part of Windsor’s Token Creek Conservancy, its
public ownership compliments the Big Hill parcel.
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Before widespread appreciation of the importance of the diverse physical and habitat
features in a healthy eco-system, the Big Hill was often seen as another resource to be used,
and sometimes abused. A quarry operation removed aggregate from the Big Hill’s south side,
and the Big Hill and adjacent lands were farmed and/or grazed. Area residents of Scandinavian
ancestry even skied on the Big Hill, gliding down the semi-open northeastern face.

In the new millennium, Token Creek Conservancy expanded again in 2007 with
Windsor’s purchase of an addition 18 acre parcel. This parcel, primarily lowlands, is on the
west side of Portage Road and provides a physical link between the former millpond, Old Mill
Site Management Area, and Culver Management Area acreage to the east and the Big Hill to
the west.

Other smaller, but important, parcels have been incorporated into the Token Creek
Conservancy — the Raintree Conservancy Management Area and outlot (4.4 acres with
picturesque ponds) and Heatherstone outlots (4.4 acres). The Revere Trails conservancy lands,
comprising over 32 acres to the west of the Big Hill Management Area, are being dedicated to
Windsor as part of the approval of the new Revere Trails residential development and will be
merged into the Token Creek Conservancy in the near future.
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STREAM RESTORATION

An important component of restoration work in Token Creek Conservancy is Windsor’s
collaborative relationships with other governmental agencies, such as the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, partner agencies which
will be performing the major restoration work.

In November 19, 1997 memorandum (paraphrased as follows), WisDNR officials
outlined the anticipated restoration stages for the former millpond area:

Removal of the Dam Structure: The dam structure will be removed by WisDNR

and its partners. The dam will be removed once WisDNR has stabilized the new
stream channel and existing sediments to the fullest practical extent. The dam
structure will be modified to control water levels and sediment transport by the
installation of temporary water level control structures. A hydraulic dredge will
be used to remove sediment from the former stream channel. Spoil material will
be deposited in an acceptable site controlled by WisDNR and Windsor.

Re-Creation of the Stream Channel: WisDNR notes that the present stream

channel has been inundated with sediment accumulated in the water
impoundment since the stream was dammed in 1860. WisDNR will use probes
and/or acoustic equipment to determine the original channel location,
groundwater flow patterns and recharge areas. The original stream channel will
be reestablished where possible and practical. Attention will be given to
creating trout habitat and instream cover. In addition, wherever possible
spawning habitat will be reestablished.

Reestablishment of a Wild Population of Native Brook Trout: Once the

necessary habitat improvements have been made, a naturally reproducing
population of wild brook trout will be established. When the project is
complete, five to seven miles of stream will be established as a Class 1 brook
trout fishery. The initial brook trout stockings will be from eggs obtained from
wild brook trout native to streams in Southwestern Wisconsin.
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Pond Creation and Wetland Restoration: As the old millpond is drawn down,

the old lake bed has reverted to a diverse wetland. Due to numerous springs in
and along the old reservoir bed, WisDNR anticipates that the existing wetland
will be largely unimpaired by removal of the remaining dam structure, but with
about seven feet of head on the old dam structure remaining. After the dam has
been removed, it is possible that the ground water table may drop locally
affecting what can be done with wetland restoration and pond construction.
WisDNR intends to establish a series of open water areas that can be seen by
riparian landowners, improving the value of the wetland for waterfowl and other
wildlife species. While WisDNR views these ponds as being valuable to wildlife,
WisDNR would take great care to locate and design them so that the ponds
would be isolated from the restored stream system. In order to ensure that the
new ponds remain isolated, it may be necessary to create a low berm (one to
two feet) around some of the ponds. Current plans are that it would be practical
to establish about six of these pond areas. The ponds or shallow wetland
scrapes would be roughly two to six acres in size and would vary in depth from
one to six feet. Ponds would be created after the dam is removed and the
wetland complex has stabilized.

Public Access: This area will be largely a wetland conservancy area with a trout
stream running through it. The public would be drawn to the area for fishing and
wildlife observation. Access to the property could be through the publicly-
owned area along the southwest portion of the old lake bed. Although it would
be desirable to have a primitive at-grade trail system to enhance fishing access
and wildlife observation, such trail may not be possible due to the presence of
the current wetland around the stream.

The original plan was for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to be the lead agency
regarding restoration. In 1998, the Army Corps of Engineers earmarked up to S5 million for
Token Creek dam removal, dredging and channel restoration. However, international military
commitments in subsequent years caused a shift in agency resources, and, as a result, the Army
Corps of Engineers determined, in February, 2004, that it would be unable to proceed with this
project.

Restoration work was subsequently assumed by the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources. Given WisDNR’s more limited resources, work in the Token Creek Conservancy has
proceeded forward but pursuant to a slower schedule than originally envisioned under the U.S.
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Army Corps of Engineers option. One benefit that has been gained by these delays is that the
creek has had additional time in which to gradually re-establish its natural channels. In addition
to actual site work, experts, with the WisDNR have provided valuable professional assistance to
the Town of Windsor, its Token Creek Conservancy Committee, and the Token Creek
Watershed Association.

WisDNR work that has been accomplished to date is the removal of the millpond dam,
breaching of the four small fish-rearing ponds in the Culver Hill Management Area of the
Conservancy, and, most significantly, silt removal and partial channel restoration of the Token
Creek stream in the former millpond basin. The latter project has resulted in the removal of
large quantities of silt from the creek, with the head cut of the stream progressively being
moved back from the west to the east. Silt removal is a time-consuming process, with
excavated material needing to be stored on-site to allow large quantities of water to leach out
from the soil; after sufficient dewatering has occurred, the surplus soil is then removed from
the storage area. WisDNR is planning additional stream restoration work.
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APPENDIX

Token Creek Restoration Partners

The Following are the units of government, government agencies, organizations, businesses
and individuals recognized by the Dane County Soil and Water Conservation Department as
major stakeholder contributors to the ongoing Token Creek Restoration Project:

e Town of Windsor
e Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
e USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
e US Fish and Wildlife Service
e Dane County
e Trout Unlimited
Southern WI Chapter
Green Bay WI Chapter
Oakbrook IL Chapter
e Natural Heritage Land Trust
o Token Creek Watershed Association
e Dane County Conservation League
e Madison Fishing Expo
e Wisconsin River Alliance
e Research Products, Inc.
e John and Judith Hutchinson
e National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
e Partnership for Wildlife
e Wildlife Forever
e DeForest School District
e Boy Scouts of America
e Girl Scouts of America
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Town of Windsor
4084 Mueller Road
Deforest, WI 53532

To Whom It May Concern:

It was a pleasure to meet with Amy and Judith at the Big Hill and Token Creek Conservancy on October 26. We
had an opportunity to walk both properties to look at forest management related issues and determine what should
the next steps be in moving forward in efforts to control the invasive exotic species as well as sustainable forest
management opportunities on the Big Hill.

The first site that we visited was the Big Hill. It is obvious that this property would be improved dramatically by
making a considerable effort to control the buckthorn and honeysuckle. These species have spread throughout the
property and will only continue to do so if left untreated. The northern portion of the property or stand 1 in the
management plan was checked for stocking during the site visit. At the time that the management plan was
prepared the basal area of this stand was 114 sq. ft. per acre. Plots taken during this recent site visit estimated the
basal area to be approximately 130 sq. ft. per acre. Given a basal area of 130 sq. ft. the stand is overstocked and
should be thinned or harvested in some manner. During the site visited it was suggested that a thinning be
implemented to reduce the basal area to between 80 and 90 sq. ft. per acre. This would be done by removing poor
quality and high risk trees while leaving the best quality and healthiest trees possible. In addition to improving
the overall quality and health of the woods the income from the harvest could be used to offset the cost of
controlling the invasive exotic species that are present across the entire property.

After spending a significant portion of the morning at the Big Hill we went to the Token Creek Conservancy.
There we also spent a significant amount of time inspecting each stand to discuss impacts from the recent harvest
as well as determining where and how to control invasive exotic species and prioritization of control. There were
3 areas in particular where control efforts seemed most necessary. Each of the 3 areas were determined to have
significant amounts of buckthorn or honeysuckle that should be controlled. The first of those areas was to the east
of the parking area or stand 4 in the forest management plan. This stand was the stand that was essentially
clearcut because of the fact that it was dominated almost entirely by Siberian elm, which is an invasive exotic
species. This stand had very dense buckthorn and honeysuckle and the elm is resprouting. It is suggested that the
buckthorn, honeysuckle and elm all be chemically treated in this stand. The next area of concern regarding
invasives was a very small portion of stand 3 that is located directly adjacent to the hiking trail. Stand 3 was the
red pine plantation that had also been clearcut. This area has very dense honeysuckle. The majority of this stand
was regenerating very well to black cherry. It was also noted while in this stand that the debris on the ground
seemed rather excessive. The debris that was there was from red pine that had died and fallen over prior to the
harvest. It was noted that members of the committee were under the imression that all of this debris was going to
be cleaned up but that was not actually the case. With any timber sale we encourage contractors to leave as much
downed material as possible to allow for nutrients to be returned to the soil. Coarse woody debris also provides
excellent habitat for a variety of critters including insects, reptiles and amphibians. It was never intended for any
of this debris to be cleared from the site in conjunction with the harvest. Most of the debris was heavily decayed
and not usable material. In some instances if downed material is hardwood that has not decayed it can still be
utilized for firewood, but with softwood such as the red pine that was present there is no commercial use for this
material so it is left in the woods for the reasons listed previously. I apologized for having given committee
members any indication that this material was to have been removed by the contractor. Ithought that had been
explained to the members prior to the harvest, but apparently it was unclear to many. The third and final area of
concern regarding the invasives was in the far southeastern poriton of stand 1. This area was found to have a
significant amount of buckthorn.
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In the forest management plan for the Token Creek Conservancy control of invasive exotic species was
recommended for all stands in 2008 and 2009. It was noted that a considerable amount of work has been done in
stand 5 since the harvest, but little has been done elsewhere to control buckthorn or honeysuckle. With these
three areas having been identified it is strongly recommended that control efforts be targeted in each of these three
areas of the property. These areas are very limited in size so I am confident that this will be manageable for the
Township to effectively control the invasive exotic species and further carry through with the efforts to improve
and restore the native communities on the property. .

If you still have questions regarding specific control methods for buckthorn, honeyusuckle or Siberian elm please
feel free to give me a call. We did also have an opportunity to look at the garlic mustard that has shown up on the
property. It is impossible to say if the garlic mustard was actually introduced to the property by the harvesing
equipment or not, but it is certainly a possibility. Dame's rocket which is another invasive exotic species very
similar to garlic mustard was found to be throughout the property. Regardless of how the garlic mustard was
introduced to the property it is now there. I would suggest trying to get a handle on this by a combination of
pulling and spraying. It is recommended that this be done in both the spring and fall each year in an effor to get
plants before they produce seed since they are a biennial and produce seeds only after the second year of growth.
You should be able to control the garlic mustard by use of your own personnel or volunteers. It is not
recommended that this be done by a professional because you should be concentrating professional paid
assistance for control of the buckthorn, honeysuckle and Siberian elm.

As for the impacts of the harvest at the Token Creek Conservancy I still feel that from a forest management
perspective the harvest was a success. The harvest accomplished all of the goals and objectives that were
explained and agreed upon in the forest management plan. The forest is well on it's way to being restored, but
there is still important work that needs to be carried out. The next critical step in the restoration process is to get
control of the invasives.

If you have additional questions or would like assistance with establishment of a timber harvest at the Big Hill
please feel free to give me a call. My telephone number at the Horicon DNR Service Center is (920) 387-7884.

Sincerely,

Randy Stan¥pfl 71&7/

WDNR Forester



