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PART 1: DATA INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS 
SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 
The following select demographic and housing data is focused on population and housing trends in order to guide decision-
making as it relates to park, natural areas and greenways, and path improvements in the Village of Windsor. Additional 
detailed demographics and data can be found in the Village of Windsor Comprehensive Plan. 

Population 
Windsor currently includes just over 9,300 residents. The need for parks and recreational space is driven by the growing 
population of the Village. Predicting how the community’s population might grow in the future provides important 
information about the amount of new parkland and recreational facilities that will be needed to serve the Village. The 
Village of Windsor experienced significant population growth between 1980 and 2022, with the population nearly 
tripling in size. This growth significantly outpaced surrounding communities between 2000 and 2010.  

Most recently, the Village saw a significant increase in population between 2010-2020, when the community grew by 38% 
over the course of a decade. Windsor has continued to experience steady growth since 2020, which, supported by 
Wisconsin Department of Administration municipal population estimates for 2022, indicate that the community may continue 
to experience a sustained level of growth over the planning period. 

Many of the communities within Dane County and adjacent to Windsor have experienced similar trends over the last two 
decades. Throughout Wisconsin, communities experienced significant construction and development in the 1990s and the 
years preceding the Great Recession (2000-2008), followed by slow economic recovery that has resulted in much smaller 
increases in housing development and population over the course of the following decade. Dane County and much of its 
greater metro area are exceptions to the rest of the state. Much of the state was hit much harder by the Great Recession in 
2008 and has experienced extremely limited growth, no growth, or even population decline in the years since.  

Figure 1.1: Population Trends 
 Village of Windsor Village of DeForest City of Sun Prairie City of Madison Dane County 
  Total % Change Total % Change Total % Change Total % Change Total % Change 
1970 2,415 - 1,911 - 9,935 - 171,809 - 290,272 - 
1980 3,812 57.8% 3,367 76.2% 12,931 30.2% 170,616 -0.7% 323,545 11.5% 
1990 4,620 21.2% 4,882 45.0% 15,352 18.7% 191,262 12.1% 367,085 13.5% 
2000 5,323 15.2% 7,301 49.5% 20,205 31.6% 207,525 8.5% 426,526 16.2% 
2010 6,345 19.2% 8,936 22.4% 29,364 45.3% 233,209 12.4% 488,073 14.4% 
2020 8,754 38.0% 10,811 21.0% 35,967 22.5% 269,840 15.7% 543,408 11.3% 
2022* 9,305 6.3% 11,388 5.3% 37,304 3.7% 279,012 3.4% 582,165 7.1% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990-2020 Census. 
*WisDOA annual municipal population estimates, 2022. 

Age 
In 2010, just over 25% of Windsor’s population was 19 years old and younger, while in 2000, over 30% were in this age 
group. In 2020, approximately 28% of residents were 19 years old or younger. Overall, this means the Village continues 
to have a large youth population and continues to attract young families. In 2010, about half the population was between 
20 and 54, and the remaining quarter was 55 and older. The percentage of the population that is 55 years of age and 
older remains similar in 2020, but it has increased slightly, mirroring national trends resulting in an increasingly aging 
population. Correspondingly, population between 20 and 54 years of age has decreased to 42% as the Baby Boomer 
cohort gets older. The median age in Windsor was 39.8 in 2010, 36.7 in 2000, and 31.8 in 1990. In 2020, the median 
age was 40. This shift in the median age is consistent with surrounding communities and the larger aging population trends 
in the state and country. 

  



2  Part 1: Data Inventory and Analysis  

Figure 1.3: Village of Windsor Population Age Distribution 
 Village of Windsor Village of DeForest City of Sun Prairie City of Madison Dane County 

Age 
Range 

Total 
% of 
Total 

Total 
% of 
Total 

Total 
% of 
Total 

Total 
% of 
Total 

Total 
% of 
Total 

0-9 1,155 15.7% 1,201 11.5% 4,227 12.5% 24,446 9.5% 60,227 11.1% 
10-19 865 11.8% 1,915 18.3% 5,096 15% 29,847 11.5% 67,535 12.4% 
20-34 951 13% 1,715 16.4% 6,518 19.2% 91,604 35.5% 141,447 26.0% 
35-54 2,117 28.9% 3,156 30.1% 9,787 28.87% 56,632 21.8% 135,598 25.0% 
55-64 1,074 14.6% 1,219 11.7% 3,620 10.7% 24,928 13.6% 63,213 11.6% 
65-84 782 8.62% 1,126 10.8% 4,070 12% 26,935 10.4% 65,207 12.0% 
85+ 396 5.4% 141 1.3% 646 1.9% 3,974 1.5% 9,232 1.7% 

*American Community Survey, 2020: ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables, Table S0101 

 

Occupancy Characteristics and Household Size 
Of the 2,548 housing units in 2010, 78.9% were owner- occupied (79.6% in 2000), while 21.1% were renter-occupied 
(18.2% in 2000). Since then, the Village of Windsor’s number of housing units has increased to 2,946 in 2020, while the 
percentage of owner-and-renter-occupied housing units has stayed approximately the same. The average owner-occupied 
household size has increased since it was 2.69 persons in 2010 to 2.8 persons per household in 2020. This is the opposite 
trend of most communities across Wisconsin that are experiencing a declining average household size as the general 
population ages. 

The percentage of owner-occupied housing and household size of owner-occupied units in Windsor is comparable to 
surrounding communities. Of note, Windsor has the highest percentage of owner-occupied housing units amongst compared 
communities. High levels of owner-occupied homeownership are a contributing factor to the creation of strong, healthy 
neighborhoods. The percentage of owner-occupied units generally decreases in surrounding urban areas. 

Figure 1.3: Village of Windsor Housing Demographics 

 Village of 
Windsor 

Village of DeForest City of Sun Prairie City of Madison Dane County 

 Total 
% of 
Total 

Total 
% of 
Total 

Total 
% of 
Total 

Total 
% of 
Total 

Total 
% of 
Total 

Housing Units 2,946 - 4,115 - 14,122 - 116,810 - 236,202 - 
Occupied Units 2,794 94.8% 3,892 94.6% 13,596 96.3% 111,832 95.7% 226,600 95.9% 

Vacant Units 152 5.2% 223 5.4% 526 3.7% 4,978 4.3% 9,602 4.1% 
Owner Occupied 2,200 78.7% 2,951 75.8% 8,458 62.2% 53,333 47.7% 133,695 59.0% 
Avg. Household 

Size 
2.80 - 2.80 - 2.69 - 2.37 - 2.53 - 

Renter Occupied 594 21.3% 941 24.2% 5,138 37.8% 58,499 52.3% 92,905 41.0% 

*American Community Survey, 2020: ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables, Table DP04 
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Future Demand 
Predicting future population growth is challenging and somewhat inexact. It should be noted that Windsor’s actual future 
population will depend on social and economic trends, market conditions, attitudes toward growth, and development 
regulations. Figure 1.2 below depicts seven population projection methods. This set of projections was prepared specifically 
for this Plan and by the Wisconsin Department of Administration. All are projected through 2040. These forecasts provide 
the basis for determining future need for parks and open spaces.  

These projections were derived using the following methodologies:  

• Wisconsin Department of Administration (WisDOA) Projection: In 2013, the State Department of Administration 
forecasted population change for all communities in Wisconsin based on 2010 U.S. Census data.  

• Linear Growth Rate (1990-2022, 2000-2022, 2010-2022): These projections were calculated using the average 
annual population change over the time period and projecting that rate forward to 2040. The average annual 
population change for the various time periods ranged from 146 to 248 new people per year.  

• Annual Compounded Percentage Growth Rate (1990-2022, 2000-2022, 2010-2022): These estimations are 
determined utilizing the annual average percentage change over the time period and extrapolating that rate forward 
to 2040. The average annual percentage change for the three time periods ranged from 3.2% to 3.9% growth. 

For the purposes of this CORP, the Village will utilize the Linear Growth projection between 2000-2022 scenario as a 
reasonable, conservative estimate that would result in a total population of 10,753 residents by 2030 and 12,563 by 
2040. The selected population projection forecast will be used to project future parkland needed in the Village.  

Figure 1.2: Village of Windsor Population Projections 

 2010 2022** 2025 2030 2035 2040 
% Change 
2022-2040 

Pop. Increase 
2022-2040 

WisDOA Projections* 6,345 9,305 8,883 9,576 10,322 11,128 20% 1,823 
Linear Growth 1990-2022 (1) 6,345 9,305 9,744 10,476 11,208 11,940 28% 2,635 
Linear Growth 2000-2022 (1) 6,345 9,305 9,848 10,753 11,658 12,563 35% 3,258 
Linear Growth 2010-2022(1) 6,345 9,305 10,045 11,278 12,512 13,745 48% 4,440 
Compounded Growth 1990-2022 (2) 6,345 9,305 10,218 11,943 13,959 16,315 75% 7,010 
Compounded Growth 2000-2022 (2) 6,345 9,305 10,287 12,159 14,371 16,987 83% 7,682 
Compounded Growth 2010-2022 (2) 6,345 9,305 10,433 12,625 15,277 18,487 99% 9,182 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990-2020 Census. 
Source: Wisconsin Department of Administration, 2013 population estimate. The projected 2020 population for the Village of Windsor was 7,175 or 
1,065 residents lower than the U.S. Census population for the Village of 8,240. 
***WisDOA annual municipal population estimates, 2022. 
1. Extrapolated based on the average annual population change over the given years. 
2. Extrapolated based on the average annual percent change over the given years. 

 

Population projections form the basis for determining the amount of land to be planned for residential use. In conjunction 
with an inventory of existing household size, it is possible to project the number of residential units that would be demanded 
in 5-year increments. The total population increase, and number of additional households required to accommodate future 
growth in the community can be utilized to project the general level of demand for additional future parks and 
recreational facilities. The following projection is only a forecast based on current data. Population projections and 
household size should be continually monitored and updated at least every five years. 

Utilizing the population projections and methodology described above, the projected number of future households was also 
calculated. For the purpose of consistency in projection modeling, the Linear Growth Projection between 2000-2022 was 
also selected to forecast future household growth. In 2030, it is projected that the Village will add 1,046 new households, 
and by 2040, 1,693 new total households. This projection methodology utilized a continued projected household size of 
2.8 persons per household between 2025-2040. Generally, state and national trends show an increasingly aging 
population, which often results in decreased household size. However, with the Village’s sustained and substantial growth 
that has occurred over the past three decades, Windsor may ultimately see the same or increasing average household sizes 
over the planning period.  
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Figure 1.4: Village of Windsor Projected Number of Future Households 
 Number of Households Additional HH 

 2010* 2020* 2025 2030 2035 2040 2020-
2030 

2020-
2040 

WisDOA Household Projections** 2,432 2,834 3,045 3,242 3,405 3,546 408 712 
Linear Growth 1990-2020 2,432 2,794 3,480 3,742 4,003 4,264 948 1,470 
Linear Growth 2000-2020 2,432 2,794 3,517 3,840 4,164 4,487 1,046 1,693 
Linear Growth 2010-2020 2,432 2,794 3,588 4,028 4,468 4,909 1,234 2,115 

Compounded Growth 1990-2020 2,432 2,794 3,649 4,265 4,985 5,827 1,471 3,033 

Compounded Growth 2000-2020 2,432 2,794 3,674 4,342 5,133 6,067 1,548 3,273 

Compounded Growth 2010-2020 2,432 2,794 3,726 4,509 5,456 6,602 1,715 3,808 
WisDOA Household Size Projections** 2.61 2.53 2.51 2.48 2.46 2.45 - - 

Customized Projected Household Size*** 2.61 2.80 2.80 2.80 2.80 2.80 - - 
*Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990-2020 Census. 
**Source: Wisconsin Department of Administration, 2013 projections. 
1. Extrapolated based on the average annual population change over the given years. 
2. Extrapolated based on the average annual percent change over the given years. 

 

Community Health Profile 
Parks and recreation are directly related to the community’s overall public health because they provide opportunities for 
residents to participate in physical activities, get outside, and improve health education. In comparison to other neighboring 
counties, Dane County ranks in the top 10 of Wisconsin counties in terms of overall health outcomes. However, there are still 
public health areas that can be improved, including percentage of adults with obesity, diabetes, and heart disease. This 
information is important for assessing how healthy the Village of Windsor is today, while identifying areas of focus for 
improvement in the future. 

Figure 1.5: Village of Windsor Community Health Data Table I 

 Overall Health Outcome Ranking Percentage of Adult Obesity 
Dane County 7 out of 72 33% 
Rock County 61 out of 72 37% 
Green County 19 out of 72 33% 
Waukesha 2 out of 72 30% 
Milwaukee 70 out of 72 38% 
Wisconsin N/A 34% 

2022 Health outcomes rankings are a combination of factors including length of life, quality of life, health behaviors, clinical care, social and 
economic factors, and physical environment. Source: 2021 County Health Rankings, University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute. 
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Figure 1.6: Village of Windsor Community Health Data Table II 

*Source: CDC, 2018. 
**Source: 2017 Wisconsin Public Health Profiles. Wisconsin Department of Health Services. 
***Source: Life Expectancy in Wisconsin 2010-2014. Wisconsin Department of Health Services, 2016. 

 

A complete inventory, analysis, and review of Windsor’s natural resource components, data trends, and existing plans can 
be found in the Appendix. 

  

 
Diagnosed With Diabetes* Leading Cause of Death** Life Expectancy***  

Dane County 6% Cancer (142 per 100,000) 81.2 
Rock County 9% Cancer (213 per 100,000) 78.2 
Green County 7% Cancer (190 per 100,000) 79.8 
Waukesha 7% Cancer (195 per 100,000) 81.5 
Milwaukee 10% Heart Disease (199 per 100,000) 77.6 
Wisconsin 9% Heart Disease (199 per 100,000) 79.5 
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PART 2: REVIEW OF EXISTING PLANS AND 
REPORTS 
A critical step in the park planning process is the examination of past planning efforts in the Village and other related 
municipal, county, and state plans. A comprehensive understanding of how the Village and its surrounding area have 
evolved over time and of how this Comprehensive Outdoor Recreational Plan can support additional future planning efforts 
helps establish guidelines for the recommendations and implementation strategies of this Plan. 

Moreover, a review of existing plans helps identify ways this Plan can be adapted so that its goals, objectives, and policies 
align and coordinate with ongoing planning efforts within the Village, County, and region. The following is a summary of 
information from existing plans that informs the goals, objectives, and recommendations of the Windsor Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan.  

PLAN REVIEW SUMMARY 
Village of Windsor Comprehensive Plan: 2035 (2016) 
The Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan is a companion to the Village of Windsor Comprehensive Plan: 2035. The 
Comprehensive Plan, and specifically the Utilities and Communities Facilities Chapter, supports the goals, objectives, and 
recommendations of the Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan. This CORP builds upon Comprehensive Plan information 
and recommendations, providing strategic updates to key areas to further advance and prioritize future park and 
recreation planning, development, upgrades, and integration into the community. 

Village of Windsor Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plans 
This Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan builds on previous Plans including: 

• Town of Windsor Park and Open Space Plan: 2002-2006 (2011); and 
• Town of Windsor Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (2007) 
• Village of Windsor Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan: 2015-2020 

The Village’s series of CORPs have served to make the community eligible for state and federal grants through the 
WisDNR during these periods, but also served as a guide for park, open space, and public space improvements over each 
five-year span and beyond. The 2015 Plan addresses and inventories facility and space needs, focusing on evaluating 
existing facilities in order to determine what the current and future park and recreational needs of the community were 
over a five-year time period.  

This CORP document is an update to the Village’s 2015 Plan that expands upon the 2015-2020 plan analyses and 
recommendations, inventorying key changes and improvements to the community’s Park and Recreation system while 
updating priority projects and policy recommendations to continue the Village’s vision of establishing an accessible, well-
connected park and recreational system throughout Windsor. Compared to the 2015 Plan, this CORP update features an 
increased focus on existing park inventories, planned capital improvements, expanding the trail system and maintenance 
standards for parks, natural areas and greenways, and conservancies. 

Token Creek Conservancy Master Plan (2011) 
The Token Creek Conservancy is roughly 190 acres of publicly owned land located in the Village of Windsor along the 
Token Creek. Token Creek is the primary contributor of water to the Yahara River and consequentially is the largest 
contributor to the water of Madison’s Lake Mendota. Windsor’s initial purchase came in 1999 when over a million dollars 
was raised to remove an old dam and mill pond to free up the stream and springs of Token Creek. Since then, additional 
lands have been purchased or donated to make up the property we now know as the Token Creek Conservancy and they 
are: Revere Trails Conservancy, Big Hill, Old Mill Site, DNR Ponds, Raintree Conservancy, and the Elmer and Edna Culver 
Conservancy. 

Today the Token Creek Conservancy Committee manages the property under a set of guidelines in the Token Creek 
Conservancy Master Plan which was adopted in 2011 and amended in 2012. General policies, goals, and future planning 
are part of the Master Plan.  A few key components are included as part of this Comprehensive Outdoor and Recreation 
Plan document.  
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Village of DeForest Park and Open Space Plan: 2020-2024 (2020) 
The Village’s recent Plan update recognizes several key issues at the forefront of the planning process which included: 

• ADA Accessibility & Inclusivity 
• Adding Missing Support Components 
• Restrooms/ Access to Restrooms 
• Additional Parking Availability 
• Aquatic Facilities 

Many planned improvements over the next five years in the park system address the key issues mentioned above.  

Dane County Parks & Open Space Plan: 2018-2023 (2018) 
Although there are no County parks within the Village of Windsor, the nearest is Token Creek County Park, which is less 
than a mile south of the Village just east of US 51 and adjacent to the Village of DeForest’s southern boundary. Dane 
County is planning two new parks (since the 2006 Plan) with one to be centrally located in the northeast quadrant of the 
County based on projected residential growth in this area. 

The County Plan also identifies two (2) natural resource areas within the Village. According to the County Plan, a natural 
resource area consists of land that is specifically set aside for the protection of a valuable natural environment and/or 
greenbelt corridor that were identified through a public process. This can include habitat protection and open space 
preservation.  Recreation at natural resource areas is a secondary objective, and users are encouraged to enjoy the 
resource as is. Passive recreation activities dominate the site use. If at all, active recreation only takes place on the fringes 
or in small pockets (areas) of a natural resource area. Natural resource areas may include off-road regional trails and 
surrounding lands belonging to another category, such as recreation parks or wildlife areas.  

Within the Village of Windsor, these include: 

Token Creek Natural Resource Area (Village of Windsor, Town of Burke, 890.3 acres): The boundary is generally defined 
as Interstate 90-94 on the western edge and extending along the creek to CTH C. The dam was removed from the mill 
pond in 2004, and the WDNR has been actively working on restoration efforts to enhance habitat and water quality of the 
stream. Token Creek is the only cold-water fishery in the northeast quadrant of Dane County. 

Recommendations in the County’s Plan include: 

• Continue working with WDNR and other non-profit conservation organizations on streambank restoration and fish 
habitat improvement projects 

• Dane County would work toward acquiring lands north and east of Token Creek Park to STH 19. Local units of 
government and/or non-profit conservation organizations would work on protection of lands from STH 19 east to the 
mill pond either through dedication or acquisition. These agencies would be eligible to apply for partial funding 
through the Dane County Conservation Fund grant program 

• Begin implementation of the 2011 master plan.  

Yahara Headwater Natural Resource Area (Village of DeForest, Village of Windsor, 496.0 acres): The project area aims 
to provide water quality and wildlife habitat buffers for the upper reaches of the Yahara River. The Village of DeForest is 
supportive of this proposed initiative and could likely be a future conservation partner. The Wisconsin DNR, Natural 
Heritage Land Trust and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are also potential future conservation partners in the region. There 
is high potential for grassland habitat restoration work along the river corridor and associated floodplain areas that 
extend just north of the Village of DeForest to the County line. This project area is ecologically connected to the WDNR 
Land Legacy Arlington Prairie property that includes deep soil prairie and prairie pothole remnants that once covered most 
of north central Dane County and south-central Columbia County. 

In terms of trail/path connections, Dane County’s Regional Trail map shows a proposed off-road bike/pedestrian trail 
extending north from Token Creek County Park into the Village and splitting north of the Token Creek Natural Resource 
Area. Here, one part of the proposed trail heads east through the Village (Token Creek County Park to Riley Deppe 
County Park), while the other moves northwest and connects the Token Creek County Park to the Yahara Headwaters 
Natural Resource Area and Yahara Heights County Park (Upper Yahara River Trail). 
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According to the Plan, the County’s role is to develop off road regional trails within project areas. Regional trails extending 
outside of these areas would be developed by the local governments.  The County may consider partnering with local 
governments to utilize County staff and equipment to develop off road regional trails identified in this plan by formal 
agreement. 

The 2019-2023 Wisconsin Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 

The Wisconsin Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) serves as a blueprint for state and local 
outdoor recreation planning through support of national initiatives, sets the course for recreation within the state by 
describing current recreation supply and trends, and provides a framework for future recreation development and focus. 
Key overarching issues, factors, and goals for outdoor recreation include:  

• Demographic shifts in age, urbanization, and diversification 
• Declining overall maintenance of infrastructure, especially recreational facilities 
• Technology advances effecting the way we travel, use parks, an distribute information 
• Equitable distribution of public lands 
• Declining habitat quality and invasive species maintenance 
• Increasing extreme weather events and weather pattern shifts 
• Funding opportunities and increasing costs 

Each of these factors are important to consider in any decision-making related to the future needs and demands of the 
community. To prioritize recreational facilities and programming, the plan states that key goals also include:  

• Boosting participation in outdoor recreation 
• Growing partnerships 
• Providing high-quality experiences 
• Improving data to enhance visitor experiences 
• Enhancing funding and financial stability  

Many of the goals within this Comprehensive Outdoor Recreational Plan are also reflected in this Plan and are goals 
directly applicable to the Village of Windsor. 

Wisconsin State Park System Strategic Directions (2015-2020) and Wisconsin Trail Network Plan (2003) 
The State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WisDNR) has developed these two plans for its entire systems of 
state parks and trails. The Wisconsin State Trails Network Plan provides a vision for establishing trail network connectivity 
statewide; and focuses on abandoned rail, road, utility line, natural features and resources, interstate, and public lands. 
The plan recognizes the important role that trails developed by local units of governments serve as critical links. Under the 
plan, WisDNR staff will continue to work with local governments and encourage them to connect trails onto this network as 
they update local plans. 

The Wisconsin State Park System Strategic Plan set forth five strategic directions:  

• Provide quality outdoor recreation opportunities and settings 
• Conserve, manage, and interpret natural, cultural, and scenic resources 
• Actively promote excellence in our workforce 
• Strengthen the Wisconsin State Park System financial condition 
• Build and strengthen outreach and partnerships 

While there are not currently any state trail systems that run through the Village of Windsor, the community should stay up 
to date on future opportunities to integrate the Village’s path and trail system into larger regional and state park and trail 
systems if the opportunity arises.  
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Wisconsin’s Changing Climate Report (2022) 
The Wisconsin Initiative on Climate Change Impacts (WICCI), a statewide collaboration of scientists and stakeholders 
formed as a partnership between UW-Madison’s Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies and the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources, published a comprehensive study evaluating climate change impacts on Wisconsin communities.  

Wisconsin’s climate continues to change. In the 10 years since the 2011 WICCI Assessment report, new data shows 
continued warming, increases in rain and snow, and more frequent extreme rainfall events. The effects of climate change 
are felt in nearly every region in the state and affect the places we work and play, including farms, lakes and rivers, 
forests, and the built environment. All regions of Wisconsin have reported their wettest decade in recorded history over the 
past ten years, and average precipitation has increased by 17% (about five inches) since 1950. The average daily 
temperature across the state has increased by three degrees Fahrenheit over the same time period, and the last two 
decades have been the warmest on record. It is projected that extreme precipitation and weather events will increase in 
the future. 

The report calls for actions by communities across the state to decrease carbon emissions and promote environmental and 
climate justice by investing in solutions that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and associated climate impacts. Many of the 
goals, objectives, and recommendations of this Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan align with this report, serving to 
preserve the natural environment and decrease automobile dependency by providing alternative means of transportation 
to the Village of Windsor’s various park and recreational amenities. 
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PART 3: NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY 
 

The relationship between the Village of Windsor and its natural features and environment provides a valuable point of 
reference for park and open space planning. It sets up a framework for analysis, suggests possible locational advantages 
for certain land uses so that they exist in harmony with the community’s natural characteristics, highlights key resources that 
the park and recreation system might feature, and hints at the relationship between the Village and the rest of the region.  

As the Village changes and grows, its natural, cultural, and agricultural resources will continue to be critical to the 
community’s long-term health, vitality, and sustainability. These resources often help define a community’s identity and 
strongly affect its quality of life. As such, they must be inventoried as part of the planning process. The Village’s 
topography, natural resources, and character result in a great backdrop for its park system, and can be particularly 
preserved, nurtured, and featured in the community’s park network facilities that are focused on passive, nature-based 
recreational opportunities.  

Because of the vital functions performed by natural, cultural, and agricultural resource features in and around the Village 
of Windsor, unplanned urban development into these areas is inappropriate and should be discouraged. The 
incompatibility of urban development within natural resource areas, for instance, can be evidenced by the widespread, 
serious, and costly problems that are often encountered when development occurs within these areas. Examples of such 
problems include failing foundations and structures, wet basements, excessive operation of sump pumps, excessive clear 
water infiltration into sanitary sewers, and poor stormwater drainage, as well as valuable habitat loss for native wildlife.  

Physical Characteristics 
New development in the Village is largely restricted to areas in the western and southern zones (land west of US Highway 
51 and land east of US Highway 51, but south of Windsor Road). Since these growth areas are designated for suburban-
density residential uses, the majority of park, natural areas and greenways and path development has and will continue to 
be directed to these areas of Windsor. 

Natural Resources 
The Village’s relationship with its natural surroundings provides a valuable point of reference for park, path and natural 
area and corridor planning efforts. Understanding the location and condition of natural resources suggests possible 
locations and types of recreational facilities and uses. 

Natural features and resources are commonly characterized by physical linkages that represent connected systems. 
Typically referred to as “environmental corridors,” these resources include drainage-ways and stream channels, floodplains, 
wetlands, steep slopes and ridgelines. 

Maintaining a high degree of connectivity is an important goal of natural resource and ecological preservation. 
Furthermore, a continuous system of natural areas and greenways provides opportunities for the establishment of linear 
parks and regional recreational path systems for passive- or nature- based recreation. Specifically, natural resource 
features include the following: 

• All waterways and water bodies, including lakes, ponds, intermittent and perennial streams, and drainage ways 
• Vegetated buffer strips along drainageways, streams, lakes, and wetlands 
• 100-year floodplains 
• Mapped wetlands (DNR Wisconsin Wetland Inventory) 
• Steep slopes (12% or greater) 
• Woodlands 
• Existing and proposed, natural areas and greenways, conservancy areas, stormwater management areas 
• Areas of unique vegetation or geology 

Protecting sensitive natural resources that maintain a high level of connectivity is an effective means for protecting water 
quality, preserving wildlife habitats, providing outdoor recreation opportunities and enhancing the scenic beauty that 
characterizes the Village of Windsor.  The following is a summary of natural features in the Village. Additional information 
can be found in Chapter 5 of the Village of Windsor Comprehensive Plan. 
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Water Bodies and Drainages 
The majority of the Village is geographically located in the Upper Yahara River Lake Mendota Watershed and generally 
slopes from the north and east to the south and west. Within the Village drainage flows in two basins: (1) the Yahara River, 
flowing north to south and draining northwestern portions of the Village; and (2) Token Creek, flowing east to west and 
draining the southeastern half of the Village. Token Creek has a significantly larger flow than the Yahara River and is the 
single largest source of water of Lake Mendota. The Upper Yahara-Mendota Watershed was designated in 1995 as a 
Priority Watershed by the Wisconsin DNR and is eligible for funding of projects that seek to improve water quality and 
access. 

Yahara River: The Yahara River flows from its origin in Morrisonville through several stretches of farmland developed 
portions of the Village of DeForest before entering the Cherokee Marsh north of Lake Mendota. The Upper Yahara River 
and its upper watershed areas have been designated as a “Land Legacy Study” priority area by the WDNR. 

Token Creek: Token Creek begins east of the Village of Windsor and flows through farmed areas, the wetlands of former 
Token Creek Mill Pond, and the Token Creek County Park before it joins the Yahara River in Cherokee Marsh. 

Much of the Token Creek flow transpires from a series of large cold-water springs that emerge in the former mill pond 
wetlands on the north side of the stream, and in smaller tributaries downstream from the wetlands. The creek bottom is 
characterized by sands and gravels covered by silt deposits and the stream can support cold-water fishery species such as 
brown and brook trout. 

The Village, with the WDNR and the US Army Corps of Engineers, acquired lands that comprised the former Token Creek 
Mill Pond. Since then, the dam has been removed and ecological restoration of the drainage will improve and help sustain 
a native brook trout fishery.  Token Creek represents a viable recreation resource, due to preservation measures, access, 
and adjacency to Token Creek County Park. 

Floodplains 
Extensive floodplains are located along the Yahara River and Token Creek in the Village and comprise lands which have 
been or may be covered by floodwater during a regional flood. The floodplain includes both the floodway and flood 
fringe districts. In general, floodplains and associated vegetation resources are protected through County regulations which 
prohibit development within the General Floodplain District. Floodplains represent an important public resource as they 
represent a connected system of water and land. Therefore, these resources are important in the establishment of a joined 
natural area and corridor system that could potentially support recreational paths in adjacent upland areas. 

Wetlands 
Wetlands are generally distributed in low-lying areas in the Village of Windsor that are within or adjacent to water 
bodies and drainages. Small tributaries to the Yahara River and Token Creek that include both perennial and intermittent 
drainage ways also support hydrophytic vegetation that typically characterizes wetlands. 

Preservation of wetlands can contribute to the value of conserved natural areas due to a range of ecological benefits that 
they provide. Additionally, wetlands that are contiguous to floodplains and woodlands assist to physically extend 
environmental values of the natural landscape.  

Woodlands 
The rural landscape of Windsor is characterized by large expanses of open agricultural land occasionally interrupted by 
remnant woodland resources. The majority of woodlands are affiliated with wetlands, streams and sloped topography, 
and are, in large part, protected by wetland and floodplain development restrictions. The most significant woodlands are 
located along the Token Creek and Yahara River drainage basins, and the upland oak-hickory woodland of the “Big Hill.” 
As such, remaining woodlands contribute to scenic quality, wildlife habitat, air and water quality, as well as passive 
recreation.  
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Landforms, Ridgetops and Viewsheds 
The Village landscape is characterized by gently rolling terrain without steep slopes (exceeding 12%). Limited steep slopes 
occur along portions of the Token Creek drainage and the “Big Hill” (near Portage Road and Hwy 19). Most of Big Hill 
was bequeathed to the Village as part of the Token Creek acquisition efforts in 2000. 

Ridges represent natural area features since they provide and define the limits of views. The Village of Windsor occupies 
one of the highest areas in northern Dane County: to the north, expansive views of the vast “Arlington Prairie” serve to 
supplement the sense of agricultural character of the Village; views to the south include various features of the Madison 
metropolitan area including the State Capitol on the southwest horizon. 

The protection of viewsheds and ridgetops typically represent a prominent goal of natural area programs due to their 
visual sensitivity and potential for visual disruption. Additionally, these resources represent an important landscape feature 
to be considered in locating future path systems. 
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PART 4: POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES 
Figure 4.1: Potential Funding Sources 

Program Purpose Funding Details 
Dead-
line Notes 

Admin 
Agency Resource 

Wisconsin Knowles-Nelson 

Aids for the 
Acquisition and 
Development 
of Local Parks 
(ADLP) 

To acquire or develop 
public, nature-based 
outdoor recreation 
areas and facilities. 

• $4 million avail. per 
yr. 

• 50% local match per 
project 

May 1 • A comprehensive 
outdoor recreation 
plan is required 

• Priority for land 
acquisition 

• Projects must 
comply with ADA 

Wisconsin 
DNR 

https://dnr.wisconsi
n.gov/topic/Stewar
dship/ApplyLUG 

Urban 
Greenspace 
Program 
(UGS) 

To acquire land to 
provide natural space 
within or near urban 
areas or to protect 
scenic or ecological 
features. 

• $1.6 million avail. 
per yr. 

• 50% local match per 
project 

May 1 • A comprehensive 
outdoor recreation 
plan is required 

• Projects must 
comply with ADA 

Wisconsin 
DNR 

https://dnr.wisconsi
n.gov/topic/Stewar
dship/ApplyLUG 

Acquisition of 
Development 
Rights (ADR) 

To acquire 
development rights for 
nature-based outdoor 
recreation areas and 
facilities. 

• $1.6 million avail. 
per yr. 

• 50% local match per 
project 

May 1 • Funds available to 
acquire 
development rights 
in areas where 
restrictions on 
residential, 
industrial, or 
commercial 
developments are 
in place. 

• May include 
enhancements of 
outdoor recreation.  

Wisconsin 
DNR 

https://dnr.wisconsi
n.gov/topic/Stewar
dship/ApplyLUG 

Urban Rivers 
Grant Program 
(UR) 

To acquire lands or 
rights in lands 
adjacent to urban 
rivers for the purpose 
of preserving or 
restoring them for 
economic revitalization 
or nature-based 
outdoor recreation 
activities. 
 

• $800,000 avail. per 
yr. 

• 50% local match per 
project 

May 1 • A comprehensive 
outdoor recreation 
plan is required 

• Projects must 
comply with ADA 

Wisconsin 
DNR 

https://dnr.wisconsi
n.gov/topic/Stewar
dship/ApplyLUG 

Land and 
Water 
Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) 

To acquire or develop 
public outdoor 
recreation areas and 
facilities. 

• 50% local match per 
project 

• Land acquisition 
• Development of 

recreational facilities 

May 1 • A comprehensive 
outdoor recreation 
plan in required. 

Wisconsin 
DNR 

https://dnr.wisconsi
n.gov/topic/Stewar
dship/ApplyLUG 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG


16 Part 4: Potential Funding Sources 

Program Purpose Funding Details 
Dead-
line Notes 

Admin 
Agency Resource 

Recreational 
Trails Program 
(RTP) 

To maintain, develop, 
rehabilitate, and 
acquire land for 
motorized, non-
motorized, and 
diversified trails. 

• Grant assistance to 
develop or maintain 
trails up to 80%. 

• Awards up to 
$100,000. 

• Rehabilitation and 
maintenance of 
existing trails and 
trailhead facilities. 

• Development of new 
trails, trail linkages, 
and trailhead 
facilities with some 
restrictions on 
federal lands. 

• Acquisition of 
property for trails in 
areas with limited 
trail opportunities. 

May 1 • Funds may only be 
used on trails which 
have been 
identified in, or 
which further a 
specific goal of a 
local, county, or 
state trail plan. 

• Funds may be used 
on trails that are 
referenced in a 
statewide 
comprehensive 
outdoor recreation 
plan 

• Projects must 
comply with ADA. 

Wisconsin 
DNR 

https://dnr.wisconsi
n.gov/topic/Stewar
dship/ApplyLUG 

Statewide Multi-Modal Improvement Program (SMIP) 

Transportation 
Alternatives 
Program (TAP) 

To fund facilities for 
pedestrians and 
bicyclists, including 
rehabilitating and 
operating historic 
transportation 
buildings and 
structures, restoring 
railway depots, and 
landscaping near 
transportation 
facilities. 

20% required match  Januar
y 

• Construction 
projects must be 
over $100,000. 

• Non-construction 
projects must be 
over $50,000. 

WisDOT https://wisconsindot
.gov/Pages/doing-
bus/local-
gov/astnce-
pgms/aid/tap.aspx 

Surface 
Transportation 
Program – 
Urban (STP-U) 

To fund a range of 
transportation-related 
activities, including 
projects on higher 
function local roads 
and local safety 
improvements. 

• WisDOT 
recommends 
federal 
funding be 
approved at 
the 80% 
maximum but 
allows 
Transportatio
n 
Improvement 
Program (TIP) 
Committees to 
provide as 
low as 50% 
federal 
funding at 
approval. 

Spring  • For 2022-2027 
program 
development, total 
funds available are 
$92.5 million. 

WisDOT https://wisconsindot
.gov/Pages/doing-
bus/local-
gov/astnce-
pgms/highway/stp-
urban.aspx 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
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Program Purpose Funding Details 
Dead-
line Notes 

Admin 
Agency Resource 

Surface 
Transportation 
Program – 
Rural (STP-R) 

To fund a wide range 
of transportation-
related activities, 
including projects on 
higher function local 
roads and local safety 
improvements. 

WisDOT recommends 
federal funding be 
approved at the 80% 
maximum but allows 
Transportation 
Improvement Program 
(TIP) Committees to 
provide as low as 
50% federal funding 
at approval. 

Spring  • For 2022-2027 
program 
development, total 
funds available are 
$43.3 million. 

WisDOT https://wisconsindot
.gov/Pages/doing-
bus/local-
gov/astnce-
pgms/highway/stp-
rural.aspx 

Section 402-Highway Safety Funds 

Highway 
Safety 
Improvement 
Program (HSIP)  

To develop and 
implement on a 
continuing basis stand-
alone safety projects 
designed to reduce the 
number and severity 
of crashes on all 
streets and highways. 

Federal funding ratio 
usually 90%, requiring 
a 10% match of state 
and/or local funds. 

Febru
ary 

• Funds highway 
safety projects at 
sites that have 
experienced a high 
crash history. 
Emphasis is on low-
cost options that 
can be 
implemented 
quickly.  

WisDOT 
Highway 
Safety 
Improveme
nt Program 

 
https://wisconsindot
.gov/pages/doing-
bus/local-
gov/astnce-
pgms/highway/hsi
p.aspx 

Other Programs 

Urban Forestry 
Grants 

To fund tree 
maintenance, planting, 
and public awareness. 

$1,000-$25,000 
grants awarded with a 
50% local match 

Oct 1 • Urban forestry, 
training, and street 
tree inventory. 

Wisconsin 
DNR 
Urban 
Forestry 

https://dnr.wisconsi
n.gov/topic/urbanf
orests/grants 

Hazard 
Elimination 
Program 

To improve railway-
highway crossings 

10% local match per 
project 

August • Communities are 
encouraged to start 
working with the 
District Office. 

WisDOT 
Highway 
Safety 
Improveme
nt Program 
(HSIP) 

 
https://wisconsindot
.gov/pages/doing-
bus/local-
gov/astnce-
pgms/highway/hsi
p.aspx 

PeopleForBikes To improve bicycling in 
the U.S. 

 Oct 
31 

 People For 
Bikes 

https://www.peopl
eforbikes.org/ 

Safe Streets 
and Roads for 
All (SS4A) 

To support planning, 
infrastructure, 
behavioral, and 
operational initiatives 
to prevent death and 
serious injury on roads 
and streets involving 
all roadway users. 

$200,000-$50 million Sept 
15 

Eligible projects: 
• Develop or update 

a comprehensive 
safety action plan 
(Action Plan). 

• Conduct planning, 
design, and 
development 
activities in support 
of an Action Plan. 

• Carry out projects 
and strategies 
identified in an 
Action Plan. 

US DOT https://www.transp
ortation.gov/grants
/SS4A 

BLM 
Headquarters 
Wildlife 
Resource 
Management 

To maintain, restore, 
and conserve species 
and their habitats. 

$25,000-$1.5 million April 4 • Protect biodiversity. 
• Identify, conserve, 

and restore priority 
habitats. 

• Promote resiliency 
to climate change 
and environmental 
stressors. 

U.S. Dept 
of Interior 

pglass@blm.gov 
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Program Purpose Funding Details 
Dead-
line Notes 

Admin 
Agency Resource 

BLM 
Headquarters 
Recreation and 
Visitor Services 

To provide a wide 
variety of recreational 
opportunities that 
benefit public and 
local communities. 

  Some goals: 
• Encourage, 

facilitate, and 
improve 
partnership with 
and access to public 
lands. 

• Improve climate 
resiliency on public 
lands while 
enhancing outdoor 
recreational 
opportunities and 
activities. 

• Improve public 
health and safety 
at developed 
recreation sites and 
areas by updating 
and modernizing 
infrastructure. 

• Invite increased 
recreational access 
for all Americans to 
encourage 
enjoyment of BLM-
managed public 
lands and waters. 

U.S. Dept 
of Interior 

https://www.blm.g
ov/programs/recre
ation 

North 
American 
Wetlands 
Conservation 
Act (NAWCA) 

To increase bird 
populations and 
wetland habitat while 
supporting local 
economies and 
American traditions 
such as hunting, fishing, 
bird watching, family 
farming, and cattle 
ranching. 

Up to $2 million Feb 5 
July 8 
Oct 
13 

• Projects must 
involve only long-
term protection, 
restoration, 
enhancement, 
and/or 
establishment of 
wetland and 
associated upland 
habitats to benefit 
migratory birds. 

US Dept of 
Interior 
Fish and 
Wildlife 
Service 

https://www.fws.go
v/service/north-
american-wetlands-
conservation-act-
nawca-grants-us-
standard 

AARP 
Community 
Challenge 

Small grants to fund 
quick-action projects 
that can help 
communities become 
more livable for 
people of all ages. 

• Average grant 
amount $11,500. 

• 76% of grants less 
than $15,000. 

March 
22 

• Improve public 
spaces, housing, 
transportation, and 
civic engagement. 

• Support diversity, 
equity, and 
inclusion. 

• Build engagement 
for programs under 
new federal laws. 

• Pursue innovative 
ideas that support 
people age 50 or 
older. 

AARP https://www.aarp.
org/livable-
communities/commu
nity-challenge/ 

Private 
Donations 

Local donations, 
fundraising and 
sponsorship 
opportunities by 
businesses and/or 
individuals 

     

https://www.blm.gov/programs/recreation
https://www.blm.gov/programs/recreation
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Program Purpose Funding Details 
Dead-
line Notes 

Admin 
Agency Resource 

Wisconsin 
Main Street 
Community 
Program 

To revitalize 
comprehensive 
downtown programs, 
including streetscapes. 

Technical Assistance No 
Date 

• General downtown 
program. 

• May benefit trail 
enhancements 
through 
streetscaping. 

National 
Main 
Street 
Center 

https://wedc.org/p
rograms-and-
resources/main-
street/ 

Aquatic Restoration Programs 

Aquatic 
Invasive 
Species (AIS) 
Prevention and 
Management 
Grants 

To manage and 
educate on AIS. 

$24,000-$150,000, 
depending on type of 
grant 

Nov 
15  

Types of grants 
include: 
• AIS Prevention 
• Clean Boats, Clean 

Waters 
• AIS Population 

Management 
• Early Detection & 

Response 
• AIS Research & 

Demonstration 

Wisconsin 
DNR 

https://dnr.wisconsi
n.gov/topic/Stewar
dship/ApplyLUG 

Surface Water 
Restoration 
and 
Management 
Grants 

To provide cost-
sharing for surface 
water protection and 
restoration. Funding 
available for 
education, ecological 
assessments, planning, 
and implementation.  

• Grants cover up to 
75% of costs. 

• $25,000-$200,000, 
depending on type 
of grant. 

Nov 
15  

Types of grants 
include: 
• Healthy Lakes & 

Rivers 
• Surface Water 

Restoration 
• Management Plan 

Implementation 
• Ordinance 

Development 
• Fee Simple Land 

Easement & 
Acquisition 

• Wetland 
Restoration 
Incentives 

Wisconsin 
DNR 

https://dnr.wisconsi
n.gov/aid/Surface
Water.html 

Sustainability Programs 

Natural 
Resources 
Foundation of 
Wisconsin 

To fund many different 
kinds of projects that 
benefit wildlife. 

Grants vary by type, 
some open to annual 
applications, and some 
by invitation only. 

Varies Types of grants 
include: 
• Bird Protection Fund 
• C.D. Besadny 

Conservation Fund 
• Norma and Stanley 

DeBoer Quiet Trails 
Fund 

Natural 
Resources 
Foundation 
of 
Wisconsin 

https://www.wiscon
servation.org/grant
-programs/ 

Choice 
Neighborhoods 
Planning 
Grants 

Among other priorities, 
offers grants that 
allow for pocket parks 
and community 
gardens as part of 
their funding. 

Maximum $500,000 July 
28 

Types of grants: 
• Planning Grants 
• Implementation 

Grants 

HUD https://www.hud.g
ov/program_office
s/public_indian_ho
using/programs/ph
/cn/planninggrants 

Rural 
Placemaking 
Innovation 
Challenge 

To help provide 
planning support, 
technical assistance, 
and training to foster 
placemaking activities 
in rural communities. 

Maximum $250,000 Aug 
15 

• Past recipients have 
reviewed critical 
water infrastructure 
needs and planned 
to turn vacant lots 
into green 
infrastructure. 

USDA https://www.rd.usd
a.gov/about-
rd/initiatives/rural-
placemaking-
innovation-
challenge 

https://wedc.org/programs-and-resources/main-street/
https://wedc.org/programs-and-resources/main-street/
https://wedc.org/programs-and-resources/main-street/
https://wedc.org/programs-and-resources/main-street/
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stewardship/ApplyLUG
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/aid/SurfaceWater.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/aid/SurfaceWater.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/aid/SurfaceWater.html
https://www.wisconservation.org/grant-programs/
https://www.wisconservation.org/grant-programs/
https://www.wisconservation.org/grant-programs/
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/ph/cn/planninggrants
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/ph/cn/planninggrants
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/ph/cn/planninggrants
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/ph/cn/planninggrants
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/ph/cn/planninggrants
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.usda.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F508-RPIC-PreviousAwardeesByRegion_06_2022.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CDeYoung.Robyn%40epa.gov%7Cbf364cda3a8c49984eda08da5ade4538%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637922207974764408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oMrxePhAPlJGli9ypB%2BAgFsz5c12Lci%2FFXvhaOAPFq0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/initiatives/rural-placemaking-innovation-challenge
https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/initiatives/rural-placemaking-innovation-challenge
https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/initiatives/rural-placemaking-innovation-challenge
https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/initiatives/rural-placemaking-innovation-challenge
https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/initiatives/rural-placemaking-innovation-challenge
https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/initiatives/rural-placemaking-innovation-challenge
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Program Purpose Funding Details 
Dead-
line Notes 

Admin 
Agency Resource 

National 
Coastal 
Wetlands 
Conservation 
Grant Program 

Supports long-term 
wetland conservation 
by awarding up to $1 
million for wetland 
conservation projects. 

Not listed Not 
listed 

 US Fish 
and 
Wildlife 
Service 

https://www.fws.go
v/story/national-
coastal-wetlands-
conservation-grants 

Flood 
Mitigation 
Assistance 
Grant 

To reduce or eliminate 
the risk of repetitive 
flood damage to 
buildings insured by 
the National Flood 
Insurance Program. 

$25,000-$900,000, 
depending on type of 
grant and recipient 

Jan 28 • Can include parks 
and similar green 
spaces. 

FEMA https://www.fema.
gov/grants/mitigati
on/floods 

Urban & 
Community 
Forestry 
Program 

Technical, financial, 
and educational 
assistance program, 
delivering nature-
based solutions to 
ensure a resilient and 
equitable tree canopy. 

  Some areas of focus: 
• Planning 
• Environmental 

Health 

US Forest 
Service 

https://www.fs.usd
a.gov/managing-
land/urban-
forests/ucf 

Community 
Development 
Block Grant 
(CDBG) 
Programs 

To support community 
development activities 
to build stronger and 
more resilient 
communities. 

  • Can include parks 
and similar green 
spaces. 

HUD https://www.hudex
change.info/progra
ms/cdbg/ 

Five Star and 
Urban Waters 
Restoration 
Program 

To develop community 
capacity to sustain 
local natural resources 
by providing modest 
financial assistance to 
diverse local 
partnerships focused 
on improving water 
quality, watersheds, 
and the species and 
habitats they support. 

$20,000-$50,000 Jan 25 • Ecological 
improvements may 
include one or more 
of the following: 
wetland, riparian, 
forest and coastal 
habitat restoration; 
wildlife 
conservation, 
community tree 
canopy 
enhancement, water 
quality monitoring 
and green 
infrastructure best 
management 
practices for 
managing run-off.  

National 
Fish and 
Wildlife 
Foundation 

https://www.nfwf.o
rg/programs/five-
star-and-urban-
waters-restoration-
grant-
program/five-star-
and-urban-waters-
restoration-grant-
program-2022-
request-proposals 

Doris Duke 
Charitable 
Foundation 
Environmental 
Grant 

Awards grants through 
invited proposals and 
the occasional funding 
competition. 

Although unsolicited 
proposals not being 
considered, inquiries 
about future support 
for projects that fall 
within the Environment 
Program's four focuses 
can be submitted 
through a letter of 
inquiry. 

 Areas of focus: 
• Land Conservation 

in an Era of Climate 
Change 

• Wildlife and 
Energy 
Development 

• Strengthening the 
Conservation Field 

• Environmental 
Stewardship in the 
Tri-State Area 

Doris Duke 
Charitable 
Foundation 

https://www.ddcf.o
rg/grants/ 

https://www.fws.gov/story/national-coastal-wetlands-conservation-grants
https://www.fws.gov/story/national-coastal-wetlands-conservation-grants
https://www.fws.gov/story/national-coastal-wetlands-conservation-grants
https://www.fws.gov/story/national-coastal-wetlands-conservation-grants
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/floods
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/floods
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/floods
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/urban-forests/ucf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/urban-forests/ucf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/urban-forests/ucf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/urban-forests/ucf
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/cdbg/
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/cdbg/
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/cdbg/
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program-2022-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program-2022-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program-2022-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program-2022-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program-2022-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program-2022-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program-2022-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program-2022-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program-2022-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program-2022-request-proposals
https://www.ddcf.org/grants/
https://www.ddcf.org/grants/
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Program Purpose Funding Details 
Dead-
line Notes 

Admin 
Agency Resource 

Bruce Krier 
Charitable 
Foundation 
Education and 
Environmental 
Grants for 
Wisconsin-
Based 
Organizations  

To support local 
education and 
environmental causes. 

Funds principally but 
not limited to the 
counties of Sheboygan 
and Ozaukee. 

Feb 
28 

 Bruce Krier 
Charitable 
Foundation 

https://brucekrierfo
undation.org/grant
making/guidelines/ 

Cornell 
Douglas 
Foundation 
Grants 

For nonprofits to 
advocate for 
environmental health 
and justice, encourage 
stewardship of the 
environment, and 
further respect for 
sustainability of 
resources. 

Average grant amount 
$10,000. 

Year-
round 

Some areas of focus: 
• Environmental 

Health & Justice 
• Land Conservation 
• Sustainability of 

Resources 
• Watershed 

Protection 

Cornell 
Douglas 
Foundation 

https://cornelldougl
as.org/apply/ 

NiSource 
Charitable 
Foundation 
Grants 

Among other areas of 
focus, these grants 
fund nonprofits’ work 
on environmental 
stewardship: 
protection and 
restoration of natural 
resources, energy 
conservation, and 
environmental work. 

Not listed Not 
listed 

 NiSource 
Charitable 
Foundation 

https://www.nisourc
e.com/company/co
ntact-us 

Mitsubishi 
Corporation 
Grants 

For nonprofits that 
work on environmental 
causes throughout the 
Americas, 
encompassing both the 
physical and social 
environments in which 
we live. 

Not listed Year-
round 

Areas of focus: 
• Biodiversity 

conservation 
• Sustainable 

development 
• Environmental justice 
• Environmental 

education 

Mitsubishi 
Corporatio
n 

https://www.mitsub
ishicorp.com/us/en/
mcfa/ 
https://www.mitsub
ishicorp.com/us/en/
mcfa/ 

Lawrence 
Foundation 
Grants 

For nonprofits to 
support environmental, 
education, human 
services, and other 
causes. 

Not listed April 
30 
Oct 
31 

• Awards both 
program and 
operating grants 
with no 
geographical 
restrictions. 

Lawrence 
Foundation 

https://thelawrence
foundation.org/ap
plication-process 

Georgia-
Pacific 
Foundation 
Grant 

For nonprofits to 
support environmental 
programs (among 
several areas of 
focus). 

Not listed Rolling 
cycle 

• One area of focus: 
environmental 
programs that 
promote clean air 
and water, 
recycling, and land 
and resource 
conservation 

Georgia-
Pacific 
Foundation 

https://www.gp.co
m/community 

Waste 
Management 
Charitable 
Giving 

For nonprofits to 
provide renewal 
resources to reduce 
our dependence on 
fossil fuels and to 
conserve and maintain 
wetlands, wildlife 
habitats, and green 
spaces. 

Not listed Year-
round 

 Waste 
Managem
ent 

https://www.wm.co
m/us/en/inside-
wm/social-
impact/community-
impact 

https://brucekrierfoundation.org/grantmaking/guidelines/
https://brucekrierfoundation.org/grantmaking/guidelines/
https://brucekrierfoundation.org/grantmaking/guidelines/
https://cornelldouglas.org/apply/
https://cornelldouglas.org/apply/
https://www.nisource.com/company/contact-us
https://www.nisource.com/company/contact-us
https://www.nisource.com/company/contact-us
https://www.nisource.com/company/contact-us
https://www.mitsubishicorp.com/us/en/mcfa/
https://www.mitsubishicorp.com/us/en/mcfa/
https://www.mitsubishicorp.com/us/en/mcfa/
https://www.mitsubishicorp.com/us/en/mcfa/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/notice_please_read_prior_to_filing_rise.docx?web=1
https://www.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/notice_please_read_prior_to_filing_rise.docx?web=1
https://www.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/notice_please_read_prior_to_filing_rise.docx?web=1
https://thelawrencefoundation.org/application-process
https://thelawrencefoundation.org/application-process
https://thelawrencefoundation.org/application-process
https://www.gp.com/community
https://www.gp.com/community
https://www.wm.com/us/en/inside-wm/social-impact/community-impact
https://www.wm.com/us/en/inside-wm/social-impact/community-impact
https://www.wm.com/us/en/inside-wm/social-impact/community-impact
https://www.wm.com/us/en/inside-wm/social-impact/community-impact
https://www.wm.com/us/en/inside-wm/social-impact/community-impact
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Program Purpose Funding Details 
Dead-
line Notes 

Admin 
Agency Resource 

Patagonia 
Environmental 
Grants 

Support innovative 
work that addresses 
the root causes of the 
environmental crisis 
and seeks to protect 
both the environment 
and affected 
communities. 

$5,000-$20,000, 
according to program 

Varies  Patagonia https://www.patag
onia.com/how-we-
fund/ 

SeaWorld & 
Busch Gardens 
Conservation 
Fund 

One focus: Habitat 
protection 

• Applications 
accepted by request 
only. 

• Most grants 
$10,000-$25,000. 

April 
30 
Nov 
30 

 SeaWorld 
& Busch 
Gardens 
Conservati
on Fund 

https://swbg-
conservationfund.or
g/grant-seekers/ 

Walmart 
Foundation 
National 
Giving 
Program Grant 

For non-profits that 
operate on a national 
scope through 
affiliates in many 
states around the 
country or through 
programs that operate 
regionally/locally but 
seek funding to 
replicate program 
activities nationally. 

$250,000 and above Year-
round  

Areas of focus: 
• Hunger Relief & 

Healthy Eating 
• Sustainability 
• Women's Economic 

Empowerment 
• Career Opportunity 

Walmart 
Foundation 

https://walmart.org
/how-we-give 

Rivers, Trails, 
and 
Conservation 
Assistance 
Program 

To provide 
professional services 
to help achieve 
conservation and 
outdoor recreation 
project vision. 

Does not provide 
financial assistance or 
monetary grants. 

March 
1 

• Contact the state 
program manager 
to discuss the 
proposed project 
and current 
application process. 

National 
Park 
Service 

https://www.nps.go
v/orgs/rtca/apply.
htm 

Solar Programs 

High Energy 
Cost Grants 

Assists with lowering 
energy costs for 
families and 
individuals in areas 
with extremely high 
per-household energy 
costs. 

$100,000-$3 million July 6 • An allowable use of 
funds is for 
renewable energy 
facilities, including 
solar, wind, 
hydropower or 
biomass 
technologies used 
for on- or off-grid. 

USDA https://www.rd.usd
a.gov/programs-
services/electric-
programs/high-
energy-cost-grants 

Solar for 
Good 

To foster the 
expansion of solar 
power among 
nonprofits in 
Wisconsin. 

 Sept 1 • Awards grant 
funding or solar 
panels to nonprofit 
organizations, 
helping them switch 
to clean, 
renewable, solar 
energy. 

RENEW 
Wisconsin 

https://www.renew
wisconsin.org/solarf
orgood/ 

 

https://www.patagonia.com/how-we-fund/
https://www.patagonia.com/how-we-fund/
https://www.patagonia.com/how-we-fund/
https://swbg-conservationfund.org/grant-seekers/
https://swbg-conservationfund.org/grant-seekers/
https://swbg-conservationfund.org/grant-seekers/
https://walmart.org/how-we-give
https://walmart.org/how-we-give
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/contactus.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/contactus.htm
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-programs/high-energy-cost-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-programs/high-energy-cost-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-programs/high-energy-cost-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-programs/high-energy-cost-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-programs/high-energy-cost-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-programs/high-energy-cost-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-programs/high-energy-cost-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/electric-programs/high-energy-cost-grants
https://www.renewwisconsin.org/solarforgood/
https://www.renewwisconsin.org/solarforgood/
https://www.renewwisconsin.org/solarforgood/
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